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JAPAN AND THE WORLD: THE CULTURAL INTERFACE

— Giving a Thought to the Era of Interdependence —

Posing for a moment at the dawn of a new decade we are tempted to ask ourselves, “What will be in store for usin
the 1980°s ? " “Uncertainty ? " might be the answer. With the highly fluid nature of the international emviroment it is
almost impossible to make valid projections about tomorrow.

Yet, 1 believe we could make one possible speculation: close contact and increased interaction among nation-states
should invariably introduce problems and friction at the same time. We have to admit .that this is what the werld dictates
and we might as well face it.

Therefore, the so-called “intercultural exchange” faces many difficulties, although embracing crucial importance, in that
it is intricately related to this stern reality of interntional relations.

Looking at the 1970’ s in retrospect, itseems that two major currents command our attention. First, despitc the general
enviroment of detente in the early years, reality saw the gradual encroachment of fierce power play among the super-
powers, Ching, the Soviet Union and the United States. In some areas, perceived tensions were often translated into
actual conflicts and skirmishes (although they were predominantly of local magnitude)-

The other discernible current has been a heightened awareness of the seriousness of global problems: food, population,
energy and natural resources (notably the “oil crunch”, the complication of which calls for concerted action by al!
nations, and which threatens the very survival of the human race itself).

Whatever the implications of preceding development in the 1970’ s, this decade will necessarily add a new, significant
dimension the system of interdependence ameng peoples, nations and states. In other words, we will have to seek,by all
means, ways to coexist as a human race on this planet called “Spaceship Earth”.

The theme given by the International Student Seminar, “Japan in Cultural Interface” becomesall the more cogent when
we seriously consider this reality. I deem it particularly appropriate and fitting to have an opportunity to see Japan in
the context of ever-accelerating global interdependence.

I knew that we benefited much from last year’s International Student Seminar, entitled “Japan and the World: The
Cultural Interface— From aClosed Society to an Open Society—thanks toactive contributions from foreign students as well
as many Japanese participants.

Furthermore, it is encouraging to see the successful record that this seminar has achieved over the past six years in
terms of the results and the impact it has had on the participants.

Therefore it gives us a rare privilege this year to welcome many of the leading area specialists, whose perceptive
advice should help us explore and elucidate problems relating to Japan and the non-Western nations. I am confident that
together we will be able to obtain better insight and an enlightened view of the problems, with due application of the area
studies approach.

We certainly expect active participation by many of our students as well as the foreign students, regardless of
nationality, and hope that a configuration of f{riendship and camaraderie will grow in early spring when we'll all meet in
the country hill of Tama.
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