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l. s i又n i ficance o T “A rea Studies” 

I t ヌo es w i thout sayi n又 that the purposes o f ”a r e a  

studies，” the main theme o f  this int符r n a t i onal symposium, after 

all lie i n  how to understand the behav i or patterns and peculiar 

properties of different,pe o p les o f  other c9untries. This 

understa ndin g  i s “eas i er said than don e” i n the world of our 

t i111e‘ but only an approac h l i  k軒 “a rea stud i es” would open a way 

to avoid cred i bil i ty gaps, fr i d. i ons, tensions. and con fl i cts 

a II 0 n又 s tate s a n d  am o ng eth nic gro up s. It als o 11ake s 

i n te rcult u r al ex c h a  nヌe s truly pqss i ble by m i n im i zing 

COii阻u nication gaps and cultural confl i c  tぉ．

Th e “a rea stud i es” a re therefore imp or ta nt as a means to 

"surm ou nt t he cultures.” T aking u p  t he p os i t i o n that a 

hetf>rogeneous culture i s  always despotic for t h軒 people of on余

cou ntry u nless it has been ヌrasped a nd app r ηc iated by the11. 

Herein exists the root of all hinderances to the understandi n g  

of f o r台ig n c o u n t r i es : Prof es so r Ed w a rd T . II a I I , a c u I t u r a I 

a n t hropolog i st, descr i bes as follow s  i n  h i s  dist i n guished 

w r i ti n認 B eyond Cutt uγe (1976）：ー “U n d e r s ta n d i n g ・a D • 

u n d e rsta n d i n g culture, a nd u n dersta ndi n只t he w orld and 

unravel i ng the irrati onal are i nseparable aspects of t h e sa・e

process. 仁ulturally based parad i宗ms place obstacles in the 

pat h to understand i ng because culture equips each of us ”i tb 

bu i lt-in bli nders、 h i dde n and uns,ta ted a$su11pti ons t ha t  control 

our thoughts and block the unraveling of cultural processes.· 



, 'l th'lis. 1th�· i踊portance.>101ftヤa·rread s tlud't es｛＇.η i•sr倉P pl ·icab.lP not,i i 

only t'o 1i'c酒1d.ea'i c ’r e's e釘rt h ·a n'd ヌen e'r a'l .1f:or·e i  1g.n－�ou n t,.r，�，’ 

recoin' Pt'fori;'tt rt ctto at 尚りb·e �a:i d1＜仙011ιt.he·, foret�n pol i cy1 aトか的

stalk＇.’ v I I ’1・＇ ; ;, ！＞ 勺ill , I I 明，b ' 1.1 i <, I l 、J‘ ' j . .. 

1 ··' Tti’e �ie a r-· 1 9817♂k a·i 1 s•＇’orn, t·he’1 fit仇’a'ff'O'i1仰e :r.sa r y' °'f t1h,e円

rebp右ni n� of Iii pl 011at'fc tel a1ttHir同 bet.irnerr ·ch.i na .. , afi:d J.:a·pan but: ia’I 

ser'f'd’也s fr i ct i d白h'as' a'l r ·e ady ·sha F時d: ··ulp l憎t he 1past 15,...y.ear,s 

d J:§'P'ffeバrti e'•j r fr i en dsh jJpl <qu a l' H i ·e (1 ·as Ii .. t ''>trrtP.• IU en. ·t I tMtR c hu. nrg,'j,. 

(afdan f制Z・＇＂s<t回e c、店Hげre ! same ca t’ 台認のrYや ） . • Th i s : friction i s  t.he; 

S i 'rid-Ja’pa'nese toh'f·ltct ceh悦1r i ng a-round1 .lthe•1court case of,...K,0.4ト1

γ少‘o, 'cit • s fl1 d'e' rft ’d o r• i もも千y '·'f n ’ � yo·to 1: Gh i oar cl a t・s th at, t he 

dee is ion by t:li�・＇Osak a’甘iえ＇IT‘Court， 制h'i ci:·h ! a·d•· i t ted T� i W>an’·s 

o仙台t1�h :i1P of' 1 1th e �o,a�帥o·� 1 i s:';l' vlilC>' f' w•tlon -of th'e pn i·n1ciples 

d'ec 1 a'品dιi� 1etie J apa合一Ch i冶a J削nt Co愉•unique. 11 Thi s ・�p ri nc i·p,le�’i 

d i p fo1• a d'Y' ' f o r・8 'Chi na'1 s "oif• f iでia I• 定r ound’v f。F d ea t d i n g i 1t' s 

at t’i t IJ 恥 towa r d s overse’as’na t. ions� ' Beca111sei1 J apatn·• respond·ed t、。

th�（J’l:1 afli片側i�fb！ゲts' bwft 'pr i nc rp I e 、o·f .. so-c C¥ J 11 e似�ewer. vSe 11.ai.ra fl＜＞＇恥

( i. e·: :· s'epa r泊t’i·1onれ＇ofi a'dai'riistr ati1ort, legi\lsta•t·iron,. a1n'd 

jud i ciar'yJ，ぺt恒ザ‘Y t- i' c t  fo h tie t (i.i•θe1f Jtt1 eφitw;oぃcoiu1ntries has 

ov軒rheated poihtless1ly，’1 •I" or :·1nin a1,1 tltese pr i ncii pl es rep1MSfH11ti,n 

mat fer' df f 加 ・i�n. t語U1� I (if a1ce Of hOfl＇（げ）•－.beyond＇刷昌弘ch they ca1nn°'l1 

co・P-ril:>値i se', 'Ja p� n' s似press十ng he1t P·l e�sn,e.ssr’＠v:er 1 the pn（�senρe 

。】f’1Ta寸旬、n i('Na't i o泊、a list C崎 i na ）��· 1 ra tihe•r• th an t'he #Co'l(e寸F少O r品u.dg・en.も

i1 t'�� i'f1.与すun's ピolt.l 1l'file r t d叫がhe、 p•t.'irlc i lP'l�S'MOti 1(Jti.i•na ·a�nd •. �what-11i:s 

worse, da・ages its face. ・ ‘1 I ・ ’ ！ • d I. .似l l J' J, 1' I J川 れ 』1〆l.. > f .r e:. ！サ1

' .,q.f 1同ean刷h � l'e1. 注ti cl<�ng "f.'d l"Ipr i ndpl·es’h 匂:ttdl ·"faoe"1 .1-s tJsua 1 I y 

“ぜo＇•尚M制’＇by an at ti fud1e· bfli制i n kit r1.g1・·u�ti ·�o ft11" 1 re1t>u dl ilt i o,n,, 

'H 1 i d’） a 'n'o!fh e ri wa y 1df 、 村a 悦 l on,, iin Gh hl�se> td i "J>1J10・1a cy1. th-at 1 .on h'吋

=-2= 



th.elr fa.ce•'is, �s t:ee•ed,1 �nd' th；引r, P rti(oc4 Pl,e .s1 ,qtJI be,. de fJ1n1dt-d at 

l e1�i-sv1 no・i na� l·lγ ； · b h e''P ,d,o吋not .hes i .tat� ,,,t,o、ad.a��＂ th�）fr P,O I � c y 

＂＇�治sttirf!B'i t·o a .reaもi st i c咽ta>ijCe'ρlト. t;ll.e -sj d,.eHof �he qther P,a,�t1y・ \·1 

Not only the idi 0・ “ bo th in na・e and reality” i  s ofJ,t;Or,, 

・州tii on<cd、·1 DO t 山 h噸問、 i,s • 川 so 1' P1frpv,erbぃ：＇N�ljl� i s  ,,t.h.c ,gp�st of 

reali.i ty!' .. a・01\� h川ati 'Chu、β，n,g六－tzu1,,s,a,i_,�d.. ,a l,o�g tiae. ago・l’lr.�，i＂）�

i •P）トesr'th�t· �reabLt,y”qf 15 h、山、）. r;j;,s J料、r,e \-.•Qo�，t(),n t .t ha.n ごいm：つ

（説、i•陀�＞.，andi th w-t＇、円！”O:(l\・eヤh�$ 1t-0. b除、Ii.ft s Q1e e, t宇d ·｛＇� a, "'-er♂.，��民事�h

( p ii負｝そof “r�a I i t,,y ，.＇・4 or r by 1 €<> l』1r1te SiY•・u H.Q-附1V1f?:f. • •i �宇タやi n昇·��空1

co旭鷲tesv·, i::,e-'.. ・� na・ e;ii •t U•r;n s ,.o 11 t, to b� Hε ・fl• i ; ntr-nAn丹 R ,pf t，� e 

、ri1nc1iゃ1 es＇.＇ 岬r “·f a€e"r .ot Cl:I i1na vfffld11 we ·;•us生1J.u.l,LY ,t�fl-di�F科al'}-d t�写

natur-e� iof · th1.1s type po-b怖いal ClJl tu 11e.，釧c ，�;.1�－�1 ,t h ) ,s1.・ 1 バ l] t ・ ，. . ド＇ f;

P., い1 加er;efo.r1ei, �1.t ri�iS����l\-i町民，�f 札、，ru l 長見 t， �a t, ,1Ch i 1q� ,n付＇Jl.jl,\ ；� l� .. 

i"lrk1eis ) cσn s i de,ra b 1 Y1t1t L 1fi�.r.�1仇I;e . ,a.n-d W事町＞ n1<J, h l r- . f\1 t, t � � U礼R守， ,i .. �t. 

a·p p � y j n g , i tis、�＞PO l 代Lelsn a.s、＇long ;a-s ·i,t.s �プP,f i nc·iPLe,.s'.' ,a�.d、.，＂Jace�·，、

n e fa,plp r<ec..i a·it。dr.‘l u ti 11' J·a付内， the，...刈，o.r rl. “f L� �J.p_j). i ty�’ ， ,.i/jn �xpιessed 

制） i・.tL1i·n#1鳴’ualt.s州以勺1in ChJnese叫 .�si, t�.� 1w,9,rd t';L明馬i''h'f,O��－� n}!;; 

e�iac t l p月・irnd1itat�s•• fl e慕L b, i,l ,i t,v , i1『I ,1l��’i『1a b�，C\ r戸·�、q o！白戸jderabl,Y

‘i合1C•t i v.e.＇＇； ’1CO:f 

l trll elr<ei，司1ne1 so•e 'attieas 肉round.tth� f』r•, C。r供‘t�.at自re、（＼Ot a f’f � F λ f!l 

tfy1 1 令 he 、 p, r-i·nciples .d l'ep:uesenti ing .a cer.ta,jn1 roo,dpr，も0・P,fO司i丹円）．

a'n寸，抑制1 J a pa n1 sees;, ;t•he·se a're,..,s .,\ s er，� t, �<1 al t .0,1 �the d.LP, l諦伊丹，q c

re tiar も i'oils c betwee'tl屯h.eゐwp, ci0u1ot,r;i es., i�·isu�ees� •. � n., tPfQ�，＼M. 1tt\字、

’�.xtcfoth1of 1 bh is . • 1t0l1ena.nee.1引1 111Qe. a, ,,lcey 1t. 0 川C,1 l1恥t.a. i n i.n g �� Lもer;

relationship with China, I believe. " ’戸 •;.RGb －�？.可の＃

., i f予：1�··S閃a t竜 i’ng ; ofh r 仙e＇ 利 e G e n,t ， 剥 p l ρaa � i安 阻p_ve‘ent》s

ho weヤ“eir·,f !b。企rb，’t'he ngov�tf��nt: i �� dぜ，t h鳥υ�or�.ig1'ι・i1n i，� t.f�q, JJ;av.e 

pe rs 'ls《tedr .. it11 rep.�1y.im1斥!Jt0)只��htna tiba.t》t � *;.v., � oµ .l d. J！� t . Gi<W早�.ct阜f the 

-aー



p rincip l e  of Powρ r  Sepa rati o n, either, wh e n  the Chinese side 

br o u記ht up the p ri n ciples iぉsue. This n atural IY 1ιed’t o a 

conf ront at i o n. .I a pan’ s unskillfu l n ess in dealing witt(China was 

reflected in the event f o r sure. 

P r of esso r Ch i 。 N akan e made the fol lowin又 o bsf� rvation in 

her re c i>nt discourse o n “ M ultifa r i ousnes s in Asia -- From the 

Soci <il An thropoJ o又ical S tandpo i n  t” （Collect ion o.f L.ect uγe s • 

Japan Acade m y, Octobe r 1987）： “T he world of the Chi nes軒 i s 

c o m m on with that. of the Ind i ans. rat h令 r than of the J apanese, 

and both of th令m a re h i又hl y l o 只ical. In con trast, the w o rld of 

the Japanese shares its base with the Southeast Asian c ountries. 

a n d  it i只 th e  .Ja p anes e ρe o ple w h o  t e nd to l e ave a m atter 

unexil11ined dのぞP J y and keep o n  s111 i Ii ng shy I y w i thout push i nヌ·the

“p rin c ip l es ” to the f o re. This is indeed an observation like 

he r. 

Th令 l ate P rofessor Mik i sab uro 阿o ri of Osaka University on 

the other ha nd c al led th e仁h i nese cultu re a “仁uI tu re of Name” 

and the Japanese cultu re a “ Cultu r e  of S ham e.” Howeve r, the 

Japan ese peop l e  seem to view th e “shame” a s a virtu e ,  not as a 

n egative evaluation. If th e “pr i nc i ples” a re cla i m ed by the 

Chin ese, t hぞ J apanese m us t  thin k of how to ac ce pt the claim 

withi n the conf i n es of their trad i t i onal sensib i lities, and n ot 

p ress their c laims le gal i s tic atly . In doi n g s o、 a sort of 

area--studi es approac h, wh i ch ai11s at clear ly understan d i  n宗the 

unique political culture, po l it..ical s tructu re and behavio r 

pattern of China, i s  i nd i spensable. One thing I realized af ter 

a closer l ook at the rec e n t  Si no-Japanese dispute ls that what 

i s  missing from the Japanese ヌove rnment policies、towards Ch i n a, 

-4ー



i nぐlu d i.o g th ose. o t t h,e fore i足 n 111ini s,try, is such an area--

ぉtud j♂S oriented、app roach. 
、I'

have h itherto re vieweq the importance o f “a r令a studies” 

fr om the viewpoint of diplom atic relations between Ch ina and 

Japa11, a tie l d.,very .familia r 』to me. Bt』t, needless to say, th e 

interd.is.cipl inary genera l scie.n.ce kno,wn as “a rea stucH es” i s not 

only �seful as a mean.s for avoiding friction in such diplomatic 

relations o r 合xchan又es �etween diff,erent cul tu. rηs. It neither 

is intended only for extracti n只 the cul tura.1 patterns and ha bi ts 

0 f のthn ic. gro ups/states. A 1 thouヌh i .t. would not b e  over done 

however stron只i y th令 i11port.ance of the cul tura I aspect of “a rea 

studies” i s eaphas iヌed, the re i s a b i g trap one mi gh t be caugh t 

in wh i I e pu r然u i n父the theo,ry o f “a rea studies”： t he way of 

lo ok ing upon t h。 eth nical and cult ur a,I peculia riti e s  of 

individua .1 nations or groups with much respect leads not only to 

lead to a lack of tension in faci n只，h he reality, but also can 

bring. about a vu l gar and easy 只oi n宗 approach of cu l turalis11. 

R i c h a r d 11 . , S o J om on’s valuable work flfao ’ s  R e vol u t i on and t h e 

Ch i ne s e  Pol i t i ca l  Cu l t ure  is a typical example of a success in 

定r a s p i ng Ch in a's p oli t ical c u l t u r e i n  the c o n text of 

c.orrelations to the Chin ese Revo l ution. However, because China 

is a microco日m containing numberless cultural va l ues, expl aini n又

domestic and foreign policies or po l itical developments in 

China with 11ost emphasis placed on the cultural aspect may also 

pr o duce o nly an,arb i tr ar y  e x tr a c t i o n  of th ose cu l tura l 

ten d  e nc i e s  re q u i red t o i n, t er p re t th e cu r re n t. s i tu a t i o n  

favQrably to ourselve�，. 

The.acco11plished sc�o l ar Henjamin I. Sch wartz has poi n ted 

Fhu
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societies � easily slip 

mode.” “T he etf.ort to 

non-Weste rn with dealing nH
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aptl y‘ OU t, 

anth ropoto匁i cal v u l g a r  c ultu ra l the i nto 

in postur 吟an d po I i c i f日i nt er na ti ona l p re se nt China's exi>Lain 

p r ecisely on str e s s a t o l e a d  IR a Y cul turf' C h in es e o f  t e r 11 s  

the f a vo red p resu11a b.l y which c ul turf� the t n st rain s t h o s e  

within t e nd e n c i es coun ter we r eモthere If curre 

be mentioned. to I i ke l y not a re these c u lt u r e, this millennial 
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t h e res e arc h e  r’s ow n arbi t.rar:y im aヌes. �erein lies t h η  

si n ヌu JarHy o f  C h i n a. o r “仁 h i na Oifferen ce，” t h a t  t h e way o f  
n1 

reco又nizi n g・C h i n a always remain s an actual jnter n a tio n a  i自ub.i ec L 

ドor t h is reas o n .  a genre c alled “S i .n oJ o g y” i n pre vious years 

an d “Co n  t e 11 p o r a r y C h  i n .a S t u d i円S” in Prese n t  days con t i nues t o  

。xi.st 令x ceptionally i n  t he ac a.de11\c sp h ere of area s t udies. 

Man y  jour n alis ts a n d  expt'rt.s h a v e  bee.n work i  nヌ h ard day a n d  

n iヌ h t i n  t . h e  t ask of wa. t c h , i n g  t h e  m o vem e n t  o f  co n t emp orary., 

仁 h 1 n a、 w h i c h q1sts v ar i o us probtf�ms o v er t h e c o n t empor ary 

h i s t ory of our t i me. 

As i s  ge n erall.y k n ow n .  t h is d i st i n .c t . i ve C h i n a repr♂s e n  t尽、 ‘
o ne of. t h e  great c i vi I iヌa tion oft .h e  world, wi t h  i ts h ,ist ory of 

t hree or four t h ousan d years. A n d  t h e microcosm of C hi n �  nHe

 SOiiη c ases riles e n t irely i n  t h e r a又in g  b i  I lows of commo ti� n � 

wh .ile at o t h er times i t  quiesces wi t hi n  a h anon i ous in terc h an ge 

b軒t ween man a n d  n a t ur e  as if i t  were goin g bac k  i n t o  i ts 

。 tern al trad i t i o n al world. 

T h ere h ave bee n v ar i ous ar gume n ts up u n t i l  n ow ab out w h a t  

a n 又l e o f  visio n t o  c h o ose for analyヌi n g t h is d e e p  a n d  

fluc tuati n g  C h i n a (see C halmers J o h  n 常o n ’ぉ ar t i c l e “W h a  t ’s Wron g  

w i t h  C h i nese Polit i c al Studi es＇？” i n A si an Suγ v e y ,  Oc tober 1 9 82 

for t h e  a r又u111e n ts i n  t he U n i t ed S t at es of America; and t h e  b o ok 

by Claude Auber t. Luc i e n B i a n c o, Claude C adar t a n d Jea n -Lu c 

Oomem ac h ,  R e g a rd s  Zγ o id s su r ta Ch i 11e for t he argume n ts i n  

Fra n ce). l als o h av e  t o u c h ed up o n  t h is poin t occasio n al lY. 

(See my w r i  ti n gs Be i j i n g i n  fl  u x ( P e  k i 冗 R e t s  u γ e  t s u )  a n d  

Po l i t i c s a nd Ci v i l i z a t i o n o .f  Co n t e  m 合 o ra r.v Ch i n a  ( B u n rn.e t  n o  

S a i  chuzo wo 11tez asu l'hu Ro trn.).) 
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O f  t he se a r g u me n t s , w h a t a t t r act s t h e  a tt e n t i o n o f  we 

Ja p a n e se m o s t is t>y  n o  me a n s  the fo l l o wi n g  rema r k  ma de b y  

Ho t s umi Oza k i wh o died o n  the sc a ff old d ue t o  the famo us Sorge 

inc i den t. lie s a id i n  t he p re f a ce of h i s  dist i ng uis hed w r i t i ng 

O n  Co n t e 11. 合 o γ a γ y C h i na ( G e nd a i  S h i na γo n）： “Ho we ve r ,  f o r  a n  

a p p r o p r i a te unde rs t a nd i n g  of Ch i n a , n o t  l o c a l  b u t  t o t a l g r a s pi n忠

seems n ee吟 s s a ry, .. . l t  mu s t  n o t  be l i ke a nec ro t o my. Be i n忠

l ike a v i v i se c tio n i s  essen tia l a b o ve al l .  Ene r g y  h a s  been 

s a ved in fact in Chin a wh ic h l o o k s  to be i n  a s t a te o f  a p p a re n t 

dea t h  a t  a 認la nce, a n d even a new la w of mo t i o n i s  a c ti n g  u p o n  

it . ” T h i s  s t a n c e  o f  h i s  u n de r sc o r s  his ma s te r y  o f  a c r i t ic a l 

se nse o f  C hina s t u dies me t h odo l O足y , besides be i ng a n  a c c u r a te 

discernmen t o f  t he devei opmen t o f  t h e  s i t u a tio n i n 仁 h i na . 

川e a n w h i l  e、 s ome o v se r be r s  c o n s i de r  ft n a t u r a l t o  neve r 

a c t u a l l y 只e t a  r e a l ima g e  of t h e re se a rch t a r ge t , C h i n a , 

bec a use o f  the u n u s u a l  a mpl i tude of i t s os c i l l at i o n , a n d ten d  t o  

c ompa re Ch i na a na l y s i s to  wha t we c a l  l “ t h e  b l i nd i nves tig a ti n叉

a n  e l 令p h a n t  w i t h  t h ei r  finge r s . ” Y et J d o  n o t  side w i t h t h em 

in this neg a t i ve wa y o f  l oo ki n只， i n  lig h t  of my l o n g  e x pe rien ce 

d u r i  n反 w h i c h I w a s o b l ige d to c o pe w i t h t he f l u c t ua t i n g Chi n a  

f o r a yse l f .  P r o f es so r A .  Doa k Ba r ne t t,  k n own ·a s a c o n temp o ·rar y 

C h i na expe r t  of t he Unite d  S t a tes , desc r i bes i n  h i s  ma s te r p i ece 

Unc e rt a i n  Pas s a �e :  Ch t 托a ' s T γ ans i t i o n  to t he Pos t -Mao Eγa t h a t: 

“As a n y serio us s t ude n t  o f  Ch i nese a f f a i r s k n o 刷出， the o ne t h i  n又

t h a t i s  c e r t a i n a b o u t  C h i n a  is t h a t o ne m u s t e x pe c t t h e 

u n円x p e c t e d .” T h e se med i o c re w o r d s  e x pl i c i t l y  e x p re s s  t h e 

d i ff i c u l t y i n  c o n d u c t i  n 又 a n a ly s i s  o r  obse r va t i o n  o n  C h i n a ,  

th o u gh , I t a  kの i t f o r  g r a n ted t h a t, a p a r t  f r om t he in d i v i dua l 
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plots a n d s c e n e s  m a k i n g u p  a p ol i t i c a l  d r a m a  i n  C h i n a ,  th e 

o ut l in e  o r  u n d .e r cu rrent o f  this s c e n a rio c a n  b e  e s t i m a te d  a s  

lo n g  a s  the a n a ly s i s. o f  C h i n a  today, whi c h  ha s pa s sed thr o u gh 

ite r a n t  f l u c t u a ti o n s , i尽 p u r s u e d  f r o11. the v i e w p o i n t o f  

“ Contempo r a r y  Ch i n a S t ud i e s.” 

Ne e d l e ss to sa y ,  w. i d e  k n o w l e d疋e a n d  d e e p  s t u d y o f  Chin a  

a r e r equi r e d ,  a n d  th e s t供p s o f  s o r ti n g  a n d r et r i e v i n g 

i n f o rm at i o n  o r  d a ta d a i l y  a r e i n e vitab l e , f o r  th i s  p u rsuit . 

M o r e  f 1rn d a m e  n ta I I y , i t i s i 111 p o r t  a n t to f a i th f u I I y me e t tho s台

r e a s ona bl,e p rim ary p re mises that o ne m u s t  a cquir e a n  o bj e c ti v e  

a nd m a n i pulative method o l  o 又 y for Ch i n a a n alys i s  a n d  k n o w  o f  the 

u niq u e n e s s  o f  C hin a’s p olit i c a l  c ultu r e  a n d C hi n e s e  w a y  o f  

t h i n ki n g  as we l t  a s  the tr a dit i o n a �  fe atu r e s o f  th e Ch i n e s e  

s o c iet y . A n d ,  a s  J o n g  a s  o n e  r令ma i n e d f a i th f u l to the s a i d 

prem i ses, he shot』ld ha ve been a ble t o  c atch the reali t y  of C h i na 

u n d e r  the Cu l tu r a l He v o l u ti o n p rop e r l y (refer to m y  b o o k 

B e .i j i ng i n fl l ux ( Peたin Re tsure t su) f o r  de.ta i l s o n  this p o i nt ) . 

ln the a rea  stud i es ta rgetin只Chi n a, a n y wa y,  such flexible 

a n d  p r o f o u n d  c o o r d in a te a x e s  o f  Chi n a  r e c o g nit i o n  t ha t  c a n  

a f f o rd to im ma ne nt\ y ヌ ra sp the g i g a ntic d y na m i c s a nd i t s  aby s s  

o f  the Chi n e s e  s o ciety a n d  that w o u l d  not b e  pe rt u r b e d  b y  the 

c ha n 又 es o f  Ch i n a in the f utu r e  a r e es sでntial a b o v e  a l l .  

N o w  l e t 11 e  p o i nt o ut the b a s i c  e l e m e nts whic h ・ i gh t 

c o nsti tute these a xe s  o f  Chi na r e c o g niti on. 

The first e l ement re l a te s  the dy n a aic s of t. o d a  y’s Chin ese 

s o c i etY. i .e . .  a m o v e m e n t  w i th c o n t r a d ic to r y  o ut l o o k s  or a 

dou b l e-sid e d  sta tu s  q u o . The p r esent- d a y  Chin a ,  whi c h  ha s rid 

i t self of the r台st ra ints o f阿a o i  sm a nd i s  s t e p pi n 只 f o r wa r d  on 
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the c o u r se o f ・O d e r n i z a t i o n ,  f a c e s a n e刷 pos s i b i l i t y f o r  t h e· 

f u t ure f or t he f i rs t  t i m e i n  h i s t o r y  on o n e  h a n d  a n d  the hu g e  

b a c k wa r d n e s s , o n  t h e  o t he r h a n d , t h a t  c a n n o t  hel·p bu t b e  

c o n s p i c u ou s  b y  t he n e制－ b o r n p r os pe c t s. Thu s , Ch i n a p r ec i s e l y 

s t a n d s  i n  the m i dd l e  o f  c o n t rar i es .  

Th i s  t ur n ove r i n  c on t em p o r ar y  Chi'n a · i s  u n p r e c e d e n t e'd i n  

the s e n s e  t h a t a h u g e  s t a t  e 刷 i t h  a qu a r t e r  o f  t h e  wor l d’S 

popula t i on ha s l a u nc he d  a t a ke o f f i n  r ea l e a r n es t ,  a t t em p t i n g 

“ o  n e  f u n d a m e ntal r e f o rm o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a n d  o l des t 

c i v i l i z a t i on.” l t c a n  b e  s a i d  tha t ,  to r the f i rs t  t i m e i n  30 

y e a r s  a f t e r  i t s f ou nd a t i o n， 仁h i n a  h a s s u c c e ed e d  i n  e・e r gin g

f ro ・ a r e vo l u t i o n c e n t e r e d  o n  p o w e r s t r u g g l e s t o  a t o t a l · 

revo l u t i on o f  soc i e t y  a n d  c ul t ure . 

Mor e over, th is t ur nover ha s a very s y ・ bo l i c c o n n ot a t i on i n  

tha t i t刷a s b r o ugh t a bo u t  b y  t h e  f ol l ow i n g  t wo d i s t i nc t i v e 

p r es s u rtモs.

The f i r s t  p re s s u r e  c a m e  f r o・ the hor i z on t a l i n t e r n a t i ona l 

c o m p a r i s o n s  wh i c h oc c u r re d  whe n  Ch i n a r e c og n i ze d  t he ex t e r n a l 

world f o r  the f i r s t t i ・e , f or the c o u n t r y  b a s i c a l l y  ha d b e e n  

e n g a g e d  i n  a v i o l e n t  do11es t i c  11ove11e n t  o f  e thnoc e n tr i sm c a l l ed 

“ C  h i n e s e  Na t i on a l i  s・ ” o r exc lu s lon i s 11 t y p i c a l l y s e e n  i n  the 

Thoughts of M a o  Zedon忽， d e s p i t e aa n y “We s t e r n  i apa c t s ” s i nc e  the 

Op i ua W a r, a n d ha d the r e b y  a ch i eved i n t ern a l f u l f i l  l ・e n t . The 

s e c o n d  p re s s u re ha s been a v e r t i c a l  one or i g i n a t i n g f ro・ a f e a r 

o f  f a ll i ng b eh i n d  the t i ae s ,  s i n c e  t h i s s e l f -c en t e re d move m e n t  

i n  C h i n a h a d h a ・ p e r e d  t h e  h a  r ・o n i c g r ow t h  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  

soc i e t y  a n d  p rod u c ed n o  s u f f i c i e n t  e c o n o ・ i c f r u i t s  w i t h i n the 

p e r i od of n a t i o n-· b u i l d i n g  f or 30 y e a r s . T he r e c e n t <;tra s t i c 
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chan民e, the-refore, may reflect a dyi:iamic historical passage 

bei nヌ ghaken up and down through the influence. of the doub le 

amplitude mad� up of the t wo pressurf's, Co nお令qu台n t I y, a I l 

contradictions iri this .passa又e a re a l尽o subject to change. 

The nationalism or exclusionism. which China continued t o  

keep up traditionally as a cou nter a又en t  to the horizontal 

pressu re, ac t.ed on the gap bet�ee n “t he proud conv eyed f ro11 

ancient times and the.poverty shown in d�ily life.” T his turned 

into an important impetus t o  push thP.. r��f�rm and growth forward 

and, at the same time, was the source of the so.-cal led "Chinese 

l111age o f 刷orid Orde r，” as John Kin gドairbank pointed out (Th e  

Un i t ed S t a t es a n d  Ch i na in 1979. and Th e C h  i 冗 ese Wo γl d 0 γ d e γ： 

T γad i t i onaL C h i na’S Po γ e  i J?n Rela t i o ns in 1968). But, because 

this Chinese nationalism or excl usionism wil l not disappear 

whichever way China turns, the question r令mains whether it can 

maint ai n for long the current fef"ling of aw akening to the 

externa ！ ”。r l d. The more s ev�rely China is s wung by the 

vertical press ure, t,he more the C,h in a-speci fic cult ural 

nationalism wil l be corroded wit..h the pro只ress of de一問aoization,

although it now remains s tronger than the integrative s ocial 

i deo I oヌy or modern nationa lism. And China, in that case, wi ll 

have to face another b i g  contradiction. This i� that the base, 

on which i t  h as c on tinued t o  exis t as a n  ext r a or d i n ar y  

"i deological state” constant ly from Confu cianis111 to阿aois• might 

b令 刷eakened i ndependenUy of the commonJy accepted theory which 

pred icts the tiisappeara.nce of the. symbol of the megato-state 

uni.ty in China l.n the �o�t-Mao era. 

The seco nd m ajor p9int f o  r 仁hi na rec o宗ni tion i s  a 



relationship between the ethnic properties of thf' Chinese people 

a n d  Ill o d肝r n i za ti o n/ind u s t r i a l izati on.· What· s h ould ·b<:l 

invest i又ated h行re a r守 “co I l ect i. v P『i ess” a nd·“n1oni sm” 。bove all 

other national traits. 

Generally speaking, a ·dictatorial· po·litical· power i f完 t

required Tりr the modernization and national unificati on of a 

deve l opi n又 or underdeveloped c·ountry. But the theory that the 

e f f iciency of thes仔t wo tasks goes up as the·powe r 叉rows quasi­

moralistic (like, say, t h  e 阿fi.ii Tenno re認ime, or military­

Bonapartism), is unlikely to apply to China directly, 

Th i只 や賀ception can <tlso be sensed in the f ol lowing thread 

o f  a rヌumen t: wh伶reas a view that resistance or insurgency by 

minoriti e鰐 would threaten the u nity of th e 仁hines e ρ令opie 

sounds a、ppropriate as a generality becau s守China is no doubt a 

multination state (despite the overwhel11i nヌly dominant position 

in term s  o'f popu lati-0n rati o尽 of t·he Han Chi n e se), the 

possibility of this threat is actually quite remote. 

Both the coll 仔ctiveness and monism of the仁hinese people 

(i n c l udi n毘 th e  m i n o ri ti e s ), w h i ch d r a w  a f u n d a m e n t al 

d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h· e m a n d W e s t e r n p e o p l e s w h o a r e 

charact erized b y  divers it y, are th e ヌ reat est hi st or i ·c a  I 

elements that can drive out the fore又oi n足 mistaken views. It 

is because of these national traits that the Chinese society 

did not dissolve w ha t。v軒r political disorder happened. The 

Chinese Communist rule itself can easily be accomplished through 

d。p令nden c e on th i s col l e ct i v en es s and RI on ls m e v·e n i f th e 

仁omm unist Party falls into a political d i尽union ju st as it did 

duri n完the仁ultural !{evolution. 
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。 N o n e t h e l e s s , t h P h i s t o r i ca l / t r a d i ti o n a l  s o i l  o f  t h e  

Ch i n e.Se soc i e t y  11 i �h t  t u rn t o  a c o n d i t i o n w hic h w i  1 l i n v i t e t h e  

d i f f i c u l t i es t ha t 、 a r e  , i n p r  i n c i  p l  e , i n c om pa  t i b l e w i th  the  p_a t h 

t o  a n  i n d u s t r i a l i z ed s o c i e t y ,  i . e . , a n  o pe n e d  Ch i n a ,  t o  w h i c h  

d i v e r s i t y a n d  a r a t i o n a l o p t i mum e n v i r o n me n t  a r e  e s s e n t i a l . 

T h i s  i n a d a p t a b i l i t y t o  a n  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  s o c i e t y  m u s t  b e  

c r i t i c al i n  s p e c u l a t i n g on  t h e  f u t u r e c o u r se o f  Ch i .n a. T h e  

Ch i n es e  a r e i n h e r e n t l y  s u p e r i o r  t o  the  o t h e r s  a s  a me r c a n t i le 

pe o ple ; h ow e v e r , t h e y  a re b a d  a t  a c h i e v i n g p r osp e r i t y  t h ro u g h  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  n a m e l y ,  a n  e x pa n s i o n of a d d ed v a l u e s . T h e  

unde rdev e l o p 円1 s ta t u s  o f  <: a p i t a l i sm i n  C h i n a  bea rs a h i s t o r i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r  f a r mo r e  t h a n a ぉ c r i b a b I e t o t h e i m p e ri a. I i s t i c 

ex p l o i t a ti o n  b y 又 r ea t p o w 令 r s. I t i s  n e.c 供 S 只 a ry  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e 

m a t t e r , t r a c i n 又 ba c k t o  t h e  f a c t  t ha t  Ch i n a ,  b e i n g  a C on f u c i a n 

s t a t P , . wa s i n  e s s e n c e  a s t a te o f  b u rea u c r a t i c  c o11m e rc i a l i ty, o r  

C Oii ・ e r c i a l ,... c a p i t a l i s t b u r e a u c ra c y , j u s t  a s “ t h e  o f f i c i a l  a n d  

comm e rc i a l  c i r c t es a c t  a s  o n e.” 

T h e  c o 11111 e r c i a l i s t i c ,  a nd n o n - i nd u s t r i a l , n a t u r e  of t h e  

C h i n e se p e o p l e  w o ul d  b e  e a s i l y  u n d e rs t o o d  e v e n  b y  c a s t i n g a 

gla n c e  a t  t h e  p r o ce ss o f  f o rma t i o n a n d  e x i s t i n g c i r c u m s t a n c e s 

o f  t h e  o v e r s e a s  C h i n e s e , w h o  l i v e w i t h s u c h  i m p r e s s i v e  

t o ug h n es s  i n  a l • os t a l l  a r ea s o f  t h e w o r l d  i nc lu d i  n又 S ou t h ea s t  

A s i a. I n  t h e  c l o s i n g p a r t  o f  h i s  c o m p r e h e n s i v e e ss a y  on  Ch i n a 

en t i t l ed Con.fuc i a拠 t s• and Tao is11. , Ma x Webe r s u c c eeded i n  p u t t i ng 

a s h a r p  e y e  o n  t h i s  c o11 11 e r c i a l i s t i c  f e a t u r e o f  t h e  Ch i n e s e  

peop l e  f rom, t h e  a n g l e of u t i  I i  t a r i a n i sm. 

A l  t h o u gh t h e Ch i n e s e  n a t i o n - s ta t e ,  s u c h as H o n g k o n g  a n d  

S i n g a p o r e ,  i s  e c o n om i c a l l y  b r i s k  a t  p r  e 只 e n t , i t s e c o n o ・ i c 
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p ros pe r i t y  b as i c a l  J y  r e l i es on t τa de a n d  c o11me r c e . E v e n  bonded  

l • p r o v e• e n t t r a d e ,  w h i c h c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e i r  e c o no ・ i e.s , j m a  y ,­

h a rd l y  be  coun ted w i t h i n  t he c a t egory  of  m od e r n  i nd u & t r i es .： ～ ・

Un l y  o ne e x c ep t i on i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  i s  ’f a i wa n .  Des p i t e . i t s  

i s o l a t ed p os i t i o n on t he i n t er na t  i 。n a l · , s ta ge ,  · T a iwa n  ,i s  .ma k i n g 

h ea dw a y  a s  a n ew l y i n d u  s も r i a t . i z i n g · c o un t r y  :CN IC) i n t e r m s  o f  

i t s ec on o111 v .  W h en t h i nk i n g  ot T a i  刷a n ' , s re・a rka b l e· a c h i eveu: n t s 

i n · t he se d a y s  i n  t h e f i e l d  o f  ·i n du s t r .i a l  i z a t i o n .  t wo i mp o r ta n t  

f a ぞ t s s ta nd o u t :  t h a t  t he .11.a j o r i t y of t h e peop l e  ( t he so- c a l l ed 

T a i w a n e s e ) - h a v e · b ee n su s t a i n i ng t h e i n f l u e n c e  o f  J a pa n  ra t h � r  

t h a n  i d e n t i f y i n g t h e1R s e l v es 刷 i t h  M a i n l an d  C h i na a nd t h a t t h e  

i n f r a s t r-uc t u r e o f  t h e  T a i w a n 、 g o c  i 令 t y h a d  a l r e a d:Y b e e n 

es t a b l i s hed unde r t h e  c o lo n i a l  r u l e  by J a pぉ nese .

則。 reov er . ’f a i w a n h as c on t i nued  t o  sh i f t l a b o r. f o r e.es f rq Ji 

t h e  a g r i  c u l t u  r.a I .s eε t o rs t o  t h 肝 u r ba n , i nd us t r i a  1 se c t o. r s  ov er  

t h e  p a s t q u a r t e r  ·ce n t ur y , r a i s i n g f un d s  f .o r  · i ndus t r i a li za tJ o·n 

a t  t h e  s a m e  t i ・ e t h· r o u g h  a fo re  i 認 n c u r r e n c y  i n f l u x on . a v e r y  

l a rge sca· J e .  I t h a s  t h u s  a c h i eved a c ha ngeove r t o  an indust r i a l  

s t r u c t u re a l • os t  c o mp l e t e l y ,  T h e g i a n  t 仁 h i n a .  on  t h e  0 t h .e r  

h a n d , i s  n o t  so n i ・ b l e  e n o u gh t o  m a ke  a s 1111 1 J a r t u r na r o u n d  

prom p t l y ,  

I f  C h i na c on t i nu es t o  I i  n又er i n  t h i s  s l ump  i n  t h e  c o m i  fぽ

y e a rs . t o o . l ea v i ng i t s s tr u c t u ra l de f e c t s  a s  t h e y  a r e ,  i t s 

f u t u re-o r i e n t e d  g r a nd ex p e r i m e n t , c a l l ed “ Fou r Mode. rn i za t i -o n s ”  

11 i g h t b.e s u c k e d d o w  n i n t o t h e t r a dd t i o n a I f r a 11 e w o r k a n d 

d i spos i t i ons o f  t h e  Ch i nese soc i e t y . 

Th i rd l y , t h e re i s  a po i n t  o f  “ cons t a nc y ” a bo u t  t he C h i nese 

soc i e ty . W h e n  d i sc us s i ng t h e  unprecedented  ,soc i. e t y  Js t a  t e  ·n.amed 
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C hina ， ’ w e  s h o uld , no t .e  t h e  q uest i'o n  o f  w h a t s t a n d p o i n t  t o  t a ,k e  

s o  'a s t o  , v i  e w t h e  d y n a 11 i c s .  w h i c h  h ‘a v e  b e e ·n w o v e ,n b y  

c onf ro nt  a も t ons a nd c o r re l a ti ons  be tween t h e “ rev o l u t i on” a nd t h e  

“ t  ra d i t i o  n ， ” i n a n  i n t e g r a t ed 111 a n ne r .  

A n u mb e r ' O f  a· r g u11e n t s h a ve a l  r e a d y  b e e,n ma d e  o n , ,  t h os e  

ma t t e r s  t h a t  r u r a l c om·mu n i  t i e s ·S h a p e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  of b l o o d  

r e l a t i o n s  ( k i n s ,h i p ) a n d  ／ 。 r l o c a l i d e n t i t y  ( h o m e t O 刷 n

i d en t i f i c a t i on )  a r e· t h e  ba s i c comp on en t s  of t h e  Ch i nese sod e t y , 

a n d  t h a t  t h e s 仔 ι c o mmu n i t i e s h a v e b e e n  d e v e l o p e d f r om t h e  

t r a d i t i on a I f a a i l y sys t e 11 , c h a r a c t  e r i zed b y  d i s po t i c pa  t r i a r c h Y 

and  f a m i . J y --a ssets  eq u i �d i s t r i bu t i s111 . 

A s  i s  w e l l k no w n , K a r l 阿 a r x  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e b a s e  o f  

t h e  so -c a l  l e  d “ o r i en t a l d e s p o t i s 11 ” i s t h e v i i i  a 疋 e comm un i t i e s , 

w h i 1 e 問 a x W e·b e r a n a I y z e d t h e C h i n e s  e s o  c i e t y o f → s u c h  

c o m'P o s i t i o n a n d  p r o v i d e d  a a a g n i f i c e n t  c o n c e p t  w h i c h a ss e r t s 

C h i na a s  a s t a t e  o f  trn r ea u c ra t i c pa t r i mon -i a l i s111. 

S ti 11 u l a t e d  b y  t h es e  c o n c e p t u a l d ef i n i t i o n s , t h e  C h i n e s e  

s o c i e t y  b e 又 a n ‘ t o b e  p o r t r a y e d  a s  a “ s p e c  t a  c l  e ” r e f  l e c t i n 又

v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  v i 伶 ws a nd  v i s i o ns : no. t on l y  e n o rm o u s  d a t a  

b a s e d o n  mu c h  f i e l d  w o r k  ( i nc l u d i  nヌ ’ f a c t - f i n d i n g s  a nd c us t o m  

i nqu i r i e s )  h a v e be e n  a c c um u l a t e d i n  t h e f i eld s o f  o r i e n t a l 

h i .s t o r y , s o c i o - e c o n om i c h i s t o r y , a n d  s o c i o l o g y , b u t  p ro s  a n d  

c o n s h a v e  b e 台 n r e p e a t e d  i n  b o t h d o me s t i c  a n d i n t e r n a t i. o n a .l 

c i r c l es a bo u t  t h e  s o- c a l l ed “ c o11a un i t  y” t h e o r y. 

Li n d e r t h es e  c i  r c u11-s t a n c e s  t h  e “ A s i a n - s t y le s t a g n a t i o n” 

v i e w o f  h i s t o r y , w h i c h c o n s i d e r s  t h e  C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y  t o  h a v e  

been s t a gn a ti n g  i n  a f i x ed w a y , pe r s i s t e d  ‘ 刷 i t h o u t  a b r e a k  a s  i f  

i t  :w e r e  a sepa ra t e  b o d y  01'  i deo l o又y i n  i ts o w n  r i g h t .  
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�eo r g  W i  l h。lm Hege l’ s c o n c ept of '.' U i e  o r i e_ntal i s � he Wel t ， ” 

w h i c h  a sse r ts t ha t “ a m o  n ヌ t he C h i n e s e  � v e r yt h i n g  r e m a i n s  

ex a ct l y as t hey we r円 in the o l d d a ys ， ” f u r ther t> r o u g ht . o n  K a r. l 

M a r x ’ s f a 11 ou s  c o n c: e p tu a  ! c a t  e又o ,ry o f  th e “ A s i a n p a t, t e r n o f 

p r oducti o n . ” T hus . the c o nt r ove r sy abou � th e i n lf? r p re t a t i o n o f  

this “ Asia n p a tte r n of p r odu c t i o n ， ” cente,r i  n又 o n a p a ssa g e  i n  

his Cγ i t i  qu e σf P o l i t i c a l  R c o n o 11 y  th� t “ i n 又en e r a l t he A si a n , 

a n cien t ,  f euda l , a nd mo�er n - bo u r 足eois p a tter ns o f  p r oduc tion a re 

c ha r a c t e r is.t i c  o f  a l l - p e r iods du r i  n 又 w hi c h e a c h  e c o n o m i c 

t o r 皿 atio n of soc iety keeps o n  ma ki n又 hea dw a y ， ” s ta rted in the 

1 9 20s a nd c o nt i nues to thi s da y . 

I n  th i s c o ntext, t hose w riti n g s  by K a_r l A .  W i t t f o g e l , w h o  

ha s bee n  censu r ed by 阿 a r xists a s  a n  a p o s t a te “ stea l i n g  M a r x ’ s 

idea s of A s i a n  s_qぞ i ety ” （ a c c o rdin g  to J e a r1 C hesnea u x ) ,  c a n no t  be 

o v e  r l. o  o k e d • W � i I e d e p e n d e n  t o n  M a r x ’ s f o r m ul a s, W i  tt f o gel 

u n de rtook a g r a nder a nd c a _reful a n a l ysis himse l f  a nd i dぞ nt i fied 

the C h i n ese s o c iety to be a c e nt r a l i ヌed desp ot i c “ h yd r a u l i c  

s o c i e t  y ” b o r n  f r o m  t h e n e e d s o f  l a, r g e - s c a l e  r i v e r  

ad� i n i st r a U . o n / f J o o d  p reventio n p r o g r a ms, w i thin his m a 緊te r p i e c_e 

Ch i n a ’ s Ec onomy a拠d So c i e t y :  T ow a r 1  a Sc i e 丸 t i .f i e A na l y s i s  of a 

L. arge - s c a l e  A s i .a丸 、 AP.γaγ t an So c i e t y  i n  1 93 1 . He . then, c o n ce i ved 

t.. he idea of a n “O r i 円 n ta I S o c i et y” a n d ,  a f te r wha t we c a l l “ a 

c o nv e r s i o n ， ” f o r m u l a t .e d t h e , c o n c e p t o f C b i n a a s a s t .a t. e o f 

“ o r iental des potism ” i n 1 95 7  ( Or i e nt a l O e s Po t i sm :  A Coftか a γ a.t i v  e 

S t .ud_ i e s  o f  To t a l Powe γ ， N ew Haven ; Y a le U n i ve rsity P r ess) . 

Wi t.t f o 足e I was atta cked by the members of M � r x i st a nd other 

又 r ou p s in c o n ne c t i o n  with both h i s c o nve r si o n  a nd t he E .  H .  

N o n a n  i n c ident a ss o c i a ted w i th M c C a r t hy i sm .  H e  bec a me their 
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t a r g e t  b e c a u s 。 o f h i s t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  pow e r  b a s e  i n  C h i na w a s  

o n e  o f “ o r i en t a l d i s po t i sm ” w h i l e  t h e  c o u n t r y w a s  s t i l I i n  t h e  

“ r  e m a r k a b l e ” p r o c e ss o f  c o l l ec t i v  i 究 a t i o n o f  a 叉 r i c u l t u r e . H i s 

v i e w o f  h i s t o r y , h o w e v e r , s e em s t o  m e  so r e a s o n a b l e t h a t  i t ' 

s h ou l d  h a v e  been e va l u a t ed o r  c r i t i c i z e d  m o r e  a p p r op r i a t e l y . ‘ 

T h i s  i s  pa r t i c u l a r l y  t ru e  wh en l oo k i  n 只 a t t h e re a I i t y i n w h i  c h  

C h i n a a f t e r  a l  I t u r n 引 1 i n  t o  a 向 a o i s t pa t r i a r c h y . Y e t , a t  t h e  

s a m e  t i m e ,  i t 刷 o u l d b e  t o o  h a r d t o  g r a sp t h e  w h o l e p i c t ur e  o f  

t o d a y ' s C h i n e s e  s oc i e t y b y  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l v i e w a l o n e ,  b ec a u ·se 

o f  h i s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h  t h e  s i n g !  e “ h y d r a u l i c s o c i' e t y ”  

h y po t h es i s .  l t  i s  e v e n  a n  i n c i s i ve i ro n y  t h a t  we r a t h e r  f e e l a n  

“ o  r i e n t a l d e s p o t i s m ” w i t h i n  t h e  s o  h i g h l y  b e w i t c h i n g a n d 

e xp o u nd i n g  t o ne o f  h i s  h i st o r i c a l  v i e w .  

T h e r e f o r e , i n  t h i s  r e g a r d , I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s i d e w i t h  
ノ’
E t i e n ne B a l a z s ’ s wa y o f  t h i n k i n g ,  w h o  s h a r p l y p o i n t ed o u t  t h e 

i a p o r t a n c e  o f  g e t t i n g t o  t h e  bo t t om o f  t h  e “ C o n s t a n t l y  f i x e d ”  

c h a r a c t e r o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  s o c i e t y  a n d  d a r e d  t o  d e f i n e s u c h  

c o n s t a n t  f i x e d n e s s  a s “ l a  P e r e n n i t e ” （ pe rm a n e n c e  o r  c o n s t a n c y )  

w h i l e se i z i n g  o n  i t  w i t h i n t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l 

b u r e a u c r a t i c  s y s t e m  o f  C h i n a ( s e e  E t i e n n 軒 B a l a z s , Ch i n e s e  

C i v i l i za t i O冗 a冗d Huγe auc r a c ν ： Vaγ i a t i o冗S ο民 a Theme ) • 

I t  c a n  b e  s a i d  t h a t p u rs u i n g  t h i  s “ p e r m a n e n c  e ” 。 f t h e  

C h i n es e  soc i e t y  w i l l  be a l a r g e  t h em e  f o r  C h i n a s t u d i es ,  a p a r t  

o f  a re a  s t ud i e s ,  b e y o n d  t h e  o l d- f a sh i o n e d  h i s t o r i a l  v i ews on t h e  

r i s e a n d  f a ! 1 o f  d y n,a s t i e s ,  o r  t h e  s o - c a l l ed s h g n a n t  v i  e 切 o f 

h i s t o ry ,  c o n c e r n i ng t h e C h i n e se s oc i e t y , 
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8 .  �� a s t  As i a n  V i t a l i t y a nd C on fu c i a n C u l t u ri> · A re a  

T h e  w o rd i n  g “ t h e  e n d <;> f  t h e c e n t u r  y ” i s u s ed h e r e a n d  

t h e r e  n o wa da y s , s i n c e  we o n l y h a v e  t en - o d d  y ea rs t o  co旬e u n t i l 

t h e  2 1 s t c e n t u r y . I t  i s  s o'm e t i a e s ’ s p o k e n  o u t  a s  i f  w e r e  

c a  l l i n 又 d o w n a c u r s e o n  t h e m a t u r i -t y  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h i s  20 t h  

c e n t u r y , w h i c h we m a y  c a l l  a n  a 又 e o f  wa r a n d  r e v o l u t i o n o r  t h e  

t i m e o f  a h u 又e t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  B u t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  

d a r k  t o n e  a nd i m a 只 e o f t h i s p h r a s e , J a p a n a n d i t s p e r  i p h e r a l 

a r ea s ， 。 r c o l l ec t i ve l y E a s t  A s i a , a r e  l i ke l y  t o  be a b r i l l i a n t  

a nd v i 又o r ou s wo r l d  d u r i  n 兄 t h e y e a r s  a r o u n d  t h e  c e n t u r i a l pe r i od . 

M e a n t i m e ,  e a r l y i n  t h ぞ 2 0 t h c e n t u r y ,  0 .  S c h p e n g l . e r ’ S ' 

D o wn fa ll  o f  t h e  W e s t  h a p p e n e d  t o  m a k e  a l a r g e  i m p a c t i n  

i n t e l l e c t u a l c i  r e l e s  a f t e r  t h  e ド i r s t W o r l d  W a r .  T h e  b o o k  

p r ed i c t ed a c u l t u r a l r i se o f  t h e  n o n - We s t e r n 刷o r i d ,  d e s c r i b i  n ヌ

t h e  p r es e n c e  o f  m a n y  o t h e r  v a r  i 又 a t 行 d c i v i  I i z a t i o·n s  t h a n  t h e  

E u r o p e a n  s ’ . a n d  f r om n o w  t o  t h e  2 1 s t c e n t u r y , t h  e “ C o n f u c i a n 

c u l t u r e  a r e a ” o f Ea s t  A s i a w o u l d  b e  f u n c t i o n i n g a s  t h e  c e n t er 

o f  t h e ec o n om i c  a nd s oc i a l v i t a' l i ty o f  t h e  wo r l d .  

A n  a t t em p t t o  e x a m i n e t h e  b a c k g r ou nd o f  t h e  e c o n om i c  a n d  

s o c i a l  d e v e l o pa e n t o f  t h e E a s t  A s i a n  e c o n om i c  b l o c ,  o r  E a s t  

A s i a n c u l t u r e  re g i o n ,  w i t h i n  a c a t e g o r y  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n t h e o r y  

na me d “ C  o n  f u c i  a n  c u l  t u  r e  a re a ” i s be c om i n g t h e r ec en t ,  n o t a b l e 

t re n d . 

T h e  l a t e H e r 11 a n K a h n , w h o  wa s a s o r t  o f  p r o p h e t  w i t h  

u n i q u e  i d ea s ,  s e t  f o r t h  t h e c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  C o n fu c i a n e <th i c s  t o  

。。



t h e m o d e r n i z a t i o n a n d i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a s  e a r l y a s  1 9 7 9 , 

a l t h o u g h  i t  w a s  a r o u g h  d i s c u s s i o n ( s e e  W o r l d  E c o n o m i c  

De v e l o 合 m en t 1 9 7 9  a nd B e ν on d ) .  H o w e v e r ,  i n  � h e l i g h t  o f  m y  

ex p e r i e n c e , t h e r e  wa s a n o t h e r  s t a t em en t  b y  P r o f e s s o r  C h a l m e r s  

J o h n so n  ( o 1' t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ca l i f o rn i a ,  B<; rk e l ey ) wh o r e c e n t l y  

b ec a m e  a t o p i c  o f  c o n ve rs a t i o n d u e  t o  h i s  q s s e s sm e n t o f  J a p a n  

a 只 a “ c a p i t a l i s t d e v e l o p 11 e n  t 司 i s t a t  e ” （ じ D S ) ; t h a t  i s ， “ a  p o s t ­

C o n f u c i a n e r a i s  c o m i n 足 ， ” h e sa i ci  w h e n  l m e t  h i m  e a r l y i n  t h e  

1 9 80s . T h i s  .m a y  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n o f  a n  o n go i n g 

t r a n s i t i on t o  t h e  t i m e o f  t h o s e  c o u n t r  i 。 s w h i c h  h a v e a l r ea d y  

p a s s e d  t h e , c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  C o n f u c i a n c u l t u r e  a n d  a r  e 叉 r ow i n g 

i n t o  e c onont i c 又 i a n t s . 

I n  J a p a n , t o o , P ro f e s s o r  H a .i i m e N a ka m u ra , o n e  o f  t h e  m,os t 

p r om i n ε n t  sc h o l a rs o f  I nd i a n  p h i l o s o ph y ,  e x p ressed t h e  f o r e s i g h t  

i n  h i s  k e y n o t e  p a pe r  f o r  a c o n f e r e n c e  a t t e n de d b y  a n um be r  o f  

N o r t h e a s t  A s i a n  i n t e l l e c t ua l s  i n  urn 1 ( s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e J a p a n  

E c o n o m i c S u r v e y C o u n c i l ) .  T h i s  p a p e r , e n  t i  t i e d T γ ad i t  i O 丸 a L 

Me n t a l i t y  and Mo de γ丸 一 t i m. e  Co ns t γ uc t i on i n  tia s t  A $ i a ,  e x p r e s s e d  

t h e  v i ew t h a t ,  a l t h o u 又 h t h e  We s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s ha ve bee n t a k i  n 又 a

又 u i d i n g s t a n c e  a l m o s t  c 0 ・ p l e t e l y i n  t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l 困 O d e r n  

c i v i l i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  t h e  E a s t  A s i a n  c u l t u r e re g i o n w i l l  

p r o b a b l y  h a v e  a g r e a t s i ヌ n i f  i c a ri c e  f o r  t h e  m o d e r n - t i m e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n o f  t h e  w o r l d  i n  a n d  a f t e r  1 9 8 0 . P r o f e s s o r  l l - g o n  

K i m ,  w h o  a t t e n d e d  t h e  s a 副 e s y m p o s i u m ,  m a d e  a v e r y  u n i q u e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a n a l y si s  o f  t h e  C o n f uc i a  n 仁u l t u r e a r e a  i n  h i s  

f a m o u s  w r i t i  n 又 T h e S o c i a l  O r d e r  a ”，d E c o n o m y  o f  t h e Confu.c t a n 

Cu t t u  r a t  Reg i O 民 i n I 9 84 . 

I m y s e J  f p ub l i s h e d  w h a t h a s b e e 1】 V i e w e d  a s  a n  i n f o  r ・ a t i  v e  



f o r � tlll. e a C e n _t uγ Y • . 2 1 s t  t i t l e 'f h. e  t h e  u n d e r a g o y e a r a b o o k  

A s i a ,  B a s t  ted . b ν  Woγ l d  Be i ng T he and Sou t h. Ko re a :  ’Ta i wan J a合an,

A r e a  Co n f uc i a n  Cu l. t u r e  th e I s “W b y  o f  c h a p t e r a i n c l ud es wh i c h  

b y  r e. l e a s e d  i m m e d i a t e l y w a s t r a n s l a t i o n J t s S t r o n g ＇？ ”  S o  

l. e ηou v e au T h e. bo.o k  I a n g ua g e s . d i f f e r en t s e v e r a  I l fl p u b l i s h e rs 

V a n d e r m e e r s c h L e o n  P r o f e s 只 o r b y w r i t t e n s i n i s e  ftfo n d  e 

q ':' i t e  J a p a n e s e  i n t, o t r a n s l a t e d a n d  V )  P a r i s o f  ( U n i v e r s i t y  

o f  s t ud y  a c a de m i c  h j g h  1Y a nd d e mo n s t r a t i v e  a a l s o l S  r e c e n t l y  

a n:' a . c u l t u re C on f u c i a n t he 

t h i s l fl 1 n c re a s 10 g b e e n  h a s  i n t e r e s t i .n t e l  I ec t u a l W h  i 1 e 

I n  b o t h c on t i n u es a c t u a l l y  g ro w t h ec o n om i c  r em a r ka b l e t h e wa .y ,  

“ A  s i a n  a s  t o  r e f  e r r e d  c o u n t r i e s  A s i a n  o t h e r  E a s t  n
 

・1a n d J a p a n  

I n  ( i n c l u d i  n ヌ J a p a n )  c o u n t r i e s A s i a n E a s t  o f  s h a re  e
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c o n t i n u e s  o v e r s e a s  w i t h  t r a d e o f  a m o u n t t o t a l  u s  t h e  

.a. n d  1 9 8 3 , s i n c e  c o u n t r i e s E u r o p e a n  th e o f  t h a t t h a n  g r e a t e r  

o f  f l o w  .l a r g e s t  T h e  r e v e r t ed . b e  I o n ヌ e r n o  w i 1 1  t r e n d  t h i s 

v i a  p r  i m a r i 1 y P a c i f i c ,  t h e  a c r o s s  r u ns n o w  wo r l d t h e  t n t r a d e 

t h e  o n  f o c u s e s  wh i c h  m ov emen t ec on o11 1 c  wo r l d  t h e  a n d  As i a , E a s t  

b y  i nd i c a t e d  c l e a r l y  been  h a s  A s i a  E a s t  o f  c o u n t r i e s C o n f u c i a n 
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s a m e  C o n f u c i a n c u l t u r e a r e a  a s  t h e f o r em e n t i o n e d  c o u n t r i _es , 

s h o w s  h o w  p o o r  t h e M a r x is t - p a t t e r n s o c i a l i s t m o d e l  i s  i i:t 

e f f i c i e n c y  a n d a p p l i c a b i l i t y f o r  m o d e r n i z a t i o n / i n d u s t r i a l i z ­

a t i o n .  T h e r e i s  a m o r e c om p r e h 令 n s i v e s y s t e m  o f  t h o u � h t  t h a n  

t h e  so c i a l i s t s '  a s  t o  t h e  m o d e l o f  m od e r n i z a .t i o n .  I t  i s 州 a x 

W e b e r  ’ s wa y o f  t h i n k i n g .  H e  t o l d  i n  h j s  f a m o u s  w r i t i  n又 E t h i c s

o f  Pγot e s t a托 t i s11. and S合 i γ t t o f  CaP i t a l i srn. t h a t  m od e r n i za t i on a nd 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n c o u l d b e a t t a i _n e d o n l y i n t h e W e s t e r n 

s o c i e t i e s w h e r e  t h e  a s c e t i c i s m. a n d w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  w o r k ,  

s ym b o l i z e d  b y  t h  e “ P r o t e s t a n t  w o r k  e t h i  c ‘ ” w e r e  r e g a r d e d  a s  

n uc l e us v a l ue s  - - pa r t i c u l a r l y i n  E n 又 l a nd a nd t h e  U n i t ed S t a t e s 

c o n t r o l l e d . b y  t h e s t r i c t  e t h o s  o f  P u r i t a n i s m n a m e d  

“刷e I ta b l eh n u n足 ” （ r ej ec t i on o f  m u nd a n e  wo r l d ) . H e ,  a t  t h e  s a m e  

t i 11 e , t e s t e d  t h e  q u e st i o n o f  wh y C o n f u c i a n  r a t i on a l i s m ,  w h i c h 

a p p r o v e s  g a i n  a n d  a f f i n s t h e  m u n d a n e w o r l d  o p t i m i s t ic a l l y ,  

c a n n o t  l e a d  t o  a ε r o w  t h  o f  mo d e r n  c a  p i  t < d  i s  m ‘ t h r o u g h  t h 吟

c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  W e s te r n  P u r i t a r i a n o r  P ro t e s t a n t  soc i e t y  i n  

w h i c h g a i n  is den i e d a n d  t h e  m u n d a n e  w o r l d  i s  s t r i c t l y  rej e c t ed .  

H ow e v e r , b e y o n d  h i s  e s t i m a t i o n s , t h  e 仁 o n f u c i a n  c o u n t r i e s a r e  

b e 足 i n n i n 又 t o s h o w a v e r y h i g h po s s i b i l i t y a c t u a l l y f r o m  t h e 

1 980s down t o  t h  e ’2 1 st c e n t u r y . 

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  C o n f u c i a n c o u n t r i e s a r e m a k i  n 又

r em a r k a b l e  p r o g r e s s  i n  t e rm s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m, , t o o ‘ t o d a y w o u l d 

・ e a n t h a t t h e  a c t u a l d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  _t h ese c_o u n  t r i es h a s  a l  r e a d y  

o u t r u n W e b e  r ’ s m o d e l  f o l l o w i n g M a r x ' s ,  o r  t h e  r e a l i t y 

o v e r t o p p i n 父 t h e t h eo ry . 

N o w . l e t me t o u c h  u p o n  some m o r e  ・ode rn i z a t i o n t h eo r i es .  

T h e  A m e r i c a n  r a t i o na l i sm ,  o r  pra gm a t i sm ,  a i m ed a t  a h i gh l y 
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c on s u m p t i ve m a ss so c i e t y  h a s  been i n  a s t a l em a t e  i n  t h ese d a y s , 

a s  i s  a b l e  t o  b e  po i n t e d  ou t f r om t h e  po i n t  o f  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  

t h e  A me r i c a n  n u c l e u s  va l u e s om e t  i 闘 の s r e f e r r ed t o  a 日 W A S P ( w h i t e .  

A n g l  o-- S a x o n . P ro t e s t a n t ) . B u t  t h e r e w e r e  d e ve l o pm e n t  11 o d e l s  i n  

t h e  p o s t w a r d a y s f o r t h e  r e ぉ t o r a ti o n  a n d  e x p a n s i o n o f  t h e 

Am e r i c a n  s oc i e t y  r'e p r e se n t e d  b y  t h e  m o de r n i z a t i o n t h e o r y o f ’ 

P r o f esso r W .  W .  R o s 'tow . 

A l l t h ese m o de l s , h o we v e r ,  h a v e  gene ra l l y  s u c c eeded t o  t h e  

s a m e  f a t e  a s  t h e  so - c a l  l e  d “ b eh a v i o r a l  s c i e n c  e ” t h e o r y  o f  t h e  

f u t u r e .  J u s t  a s  t h e  h i g h l y  A me r i c a  n ι p·a r t  i c u  1 a r 、 R o s t o w t h e o r y ， ’ 

t h  e “ p r o d u c t c y c l e  m o d e  l ” p r o ρ o  s e d  r a t e  i n  t h e 1 9 6 0 s  b y  

P r o f es s o r  R a y m o n d  Ve r n o n  o f  Ha r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y s a w  m u l t i n ·a t i ot'l a l  

e nt e r p r i s e s  t o  b e  a ph e n o m e n o n  un i q u e  t o  t h e  A m e r h:: a n  s o c i ·e t y· , 

t h e n  d i v i d e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  a s i n g l e p r o d u c t i n t o  p e t" i o d s  o f  

i n t r od u c ti o n . 11 a fo r a ti o n ,  a n d  s t a n d a t d  i 叉 a t i o h ,  a n d c o n n e c t e d  

t h e •  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  A m e r i c a n  s ’ i n r o a d s i n t o  f o r e i g n 

ma r k  et s a n d  de ve 1 o p  i n g c ou n t r i es ’ i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  T h i s  i de a  

o f  V e r n o n ’ s w a s  o n c e  t h r o w n  i n t o  t h e l i m e l i g h t , b u t  h a s s i n c e  

r e c e d e d  l n t o t h e b a c k g ro u n d nowa d a ys . 

T h e  A m e r i c a n  m od e l s o f  m o d e rn i za t i on t h e o r y  h a v e  t h u s  been 

l o n g  d e a d l  o ぞ k e d . T h e n ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 s , a “ c o 11 p a r a t i ·v e 

s t u d i e s o f  m od e r n i za t i o n ” wa s t r i e d a t  b o t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l a n d  

i n t e rd i s c i p l i na r y  l e ve l s  b y 例s . K i y o k o  T ak e d a  a n d  o t h e r  J a p a ne se 

s c h o l a r s / r e s e a r c h e r s ,  i n  re a c t i o n t o  t h e  f a i l u r es o f  t h e  p a s t  

t h e o r i e s .  T h i s  n ew a p p r o a c h p r om i s e s  t o  d r a w  m u c h a t t e n t i o n 

f r o11 r e l a t ed c i r c l e s a n d  h a s  m a d e  h i g h l y  v a l u a b l e a ℃ a  d e• i c 

c on t r i b u t i o n s . B u t , b e c a u s e  A s i a n  N I C s h a v e  n o t  y e  t ・ a d e  a 

c l e'a r -· c u t  a p p e a r a nc e  on t h e s t a g e ’ o f c o n t em p o r a ry- h i s t o ry , no 
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l i � h t  w a s  p u t  o n  su c h  C o n f u c i a n c o u n t ri e s a s  T a i w a n  a n d  S o u t h  

K o r e a , a l  t h o u g h  t h e a r g u m en t a b o u t  t h e  in o d e r 1d z a t  f o n o f  'J a p a n  

11 a y  h a v e  been d e e pe ne d .  

A f te r a l l t h es e  pa s s a g es , some o f  t h e  sc h o la rs a ti d  a n t i ­

es t a  b l  i s h m e n t i d eo l o g i s t s  i n  th e T h i  r d  W o r l d  h a v e  go t t e n  c a ugh t 

u p  i n  t h e  s o - c a l  l e  d “ d e p e n d e n c y t h e  o す y ” o r “ t e o r i a  d e  

d e p e n d e n c i a ， ” u n d e r t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f  · u m t t e d M a r x i sm o r  

p o s t - M a r x i sm .  I t  i s  a n  a r g u lle n t  f i n d i n g  a l a r g e  h i s t o r i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  c h a l l ＜� n 又 e s f r o m  t h  e “ p e r i p h e r y ” t o t h e  

“ c  e n t e  r ” o f t h e w o r' l  d ’ s r u l e , f r o m  t h e s t a n d p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  

a d v a nc em e n t  o f  t h e c e n t r a l , d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s  on t h e g l o b e  i s  

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r c o l o n i a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n f r om l es s  d e v e l o p e d  

( o r  d e v e l o p i n g )  c o u n t r i e s a n d  t h a t  e x c h a  n ヌ e s b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  

g ro u p s  a r e t o  p r o m p t t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  n o t t h e  d e v e l o p m en t .  

B u t  t h i s  d e p e n d e n c y t h e o r y , t o o . h a s  a l r e a d y  l o s t  it s 

usef u l l n es s  ( p ra c t i c a b i l i t y ) , T h a t  t h e  m od e rn i z a t i o n of e v e n  a 

s i n g l e  c ou n t r y  c a n no t su c c ee d  by t h e  d e pe n d e n c y  t h eo ry a l o n e  i s  

i n d i c a t e d  b y  t h e  r e a l i t i e s i n  a l l L a t i n  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  

t h e m s e l v e s  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  w e r e  l o g i c a l l y  t h e m a j o r  t a  r 又 e t o f  

t h i s t h eo ry .  

T h e r e  a l so h a v e  be en s om e  o t h e r  p r o p o s i t i o ns l a t e l y ,  s uc h 

as  t h e “ t h eo r i es o f  wo r l d  s y s t em ” e  v o l v e d  m a c r o s c o p i c a l l y  b y  I . . 

W a l l e r s t e i n a n d  o t h e r s f r o m  t h e  d e p e n d e n c y t h e o r y ,  a n d t h e  

“ c o nc e p t s  o f  mode rn  i 完 a t i o  n ” p ut f o r t h  by  H . = U .  W e h l e r t o  r e v i v e 

t h e m od e r n i za t i on t h e o r i e s i n  a l i n k a g e  w i t h  h i s t o r i c a l  s c i en c e  

( s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ) f r om t h e  s t a nd p o i n t o f  n e o - M a x i s m . H o w e v e r ,  

e a c h o f  t h e s e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  w a s  t o o  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  

e xp l a i n  t h e E a s t  As i a n  v i t a l i t i es .  
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C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  n e w  c h a l l e n g_e s  f q r  t h e C o n f u c i a n c u l  t u  r e  

a r e a  s t a r t e d a f t e r  a l 11o s t  a l l  m o d e l s  a n d  i d ea s c o n c e i v a b l e 

w i t h i n  t h e f ra me wo rk o f  m o de rn i z a t i o n t h eo r i es h a d  c o l l a ps e d  o r  

e n c o u n t e red a l i m .i t . 

N e ed l e s s  t o  s a y ,  t h .e e x a c t  c o n t .c o t s o f  t h e C o n f u c i a n 

c u l t u re a re a  va r i e s  w i t h t h e  i n d i v i du a l n a t i o n s  c om p r i s i n g  t h i s  

a re a . T h e r e  a. r e  a l so d i f f e re n c es i n  t h e  w a y  t h e  s a 111e Con f u c i a n 

e t h i c a l  c od e s  a re a c c e p te d ,  d e p e n d i ng o n  t h e  n a t i o n a l i t y .  E v e n  

h ow t h e v i r t u es o f  C o n f uc i a n i sm a r e a c c e p t e d  d i f f e r s  b e t w e e n  

na t i on s ;  h o w e v e r , ev e r y  c o u n t r y  i n  t h e C o n f u ci a n  c 1., d t u r e a r e a  

c u r r e n t l y  e n j o y s  o u t s t a n d i ng d ev e l o pae n t  a nd � ro w t h ,  a s  p a r t  o f  

a n  e n v i r o n me n t  i n  w h i c h t h ey a re r e g a r de d  a s  c u l t u ra l l y  e q u a l a s  

a w h o l e .  W e  c a n n o t  h e l p b u t  p a y a t t e n t i o n t o  t h i s f a v o :r: a b l e 

a c t u a l  s i t ua t i on .  C on se q u en t l y ,  a n  a t t e m p t h a s  be gu n t o  g ra s p 

t h e  i n h e r e n t f a c t o r s  b r i n g i n g  t h e s u c c e s s  o f  e c o n o m i c  

d e v e J  o p ・ e n t o f  t h e  C o n f u c i a n c o u n t r i e s t h r o u g h  a l oo k  f r om t h e  

i n s i de o f  A s i a . 

I n  h i s T h e  S o c i a l O r d  e γ a n d  B c o no my o f  t h e C o nf u c i a n 

Cu l t  u γ a  L R e g i o n .  P r o f e s s o r  1 1 - g o n  K i m  s a i d ， “ T  h e  b i g g e s t 

f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  C o n f u c i a n c u l t u re s eems t o  be t he s oc i a l  o r d e r by 

t h e  f a 11 i l y 認 ro u p s y s t em . . . .  T h e  c o l l e. c t i v e ( g r o u p )  c u l t u r e  o f  

t h e  C o n f u c i a n  c o l l e c t i v e o r d e r  h a s b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d b y  t h e  

h i s t o r y  a n d t r a d i t i o n  o f  c o l  l e c t i v i s1 ( t h e g r o u p  s y s t em ) . 

T h es e  a r e  ve ry i n t e r es t i n g r e・ a r ks 制 h i c h o f f e r t h e p ro po s i t i o n 

t h a t t b e  c o l l ec t i v i sa c on ne c t ed w i t h  t h e  C o n f uc i a n  e t h i c s i s  a n  

i m p o r t a n t  u n d e r p i n n i n g o f  t h e  e c o n o.m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  

c ou n t r i e s i n  t h e  C o n f uc i a n  c u l t u r e  a r ea . 

W h e n  c o n s i d e r i n g c o l l e c t i v i s m ,  t h e r e a r e t h e i d e a s  o f  
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“ v  e r t i c a l l y s t r u c t u r e d  s oc i e t y ” a n d “ s ma l l  g ro u p  s ys t 守e m ” i n 

J a p a n ,  a d v o c a t e d b y  P r o f e s s o r  C h i e  N a k a ne .  T h e · C h i· n e s e 

s o d e t i e s i n r. l u d i n 'g t h o s e  o f  o v e rs e a s C h i n e s e  i n  H o n g k on g , 

S i n ga po re a nd o t h e r  S ou t h  E a s t  A s i a n c o u n t r le s ， ’ o n t h e o th e r 

h a nd , a re ho r i zonta l l y s t ruc t u re d  soc i e t i es i n  w h i c h. networks  o f  

l oc a l  i de n t i t y a n d  b l oo d  re ·l a t i on s h i p ' a r e u t i l i zed i n  f u l l .  

T h e r e f o r e .  t h e y ・ a y b e  d e f i n e d  a s  l a r g e  g r o n p  so c i e t i e s i n  

p r i  nc i p 1 e .  

I t  i s  an  u nd en i a b i- e  fa c t  t ha t  t h e  f a • i  l y  g ro up sys tem i s  

non e t h e l ess ' t h e  c olli m o n  b a se o f  a l l s·oc i e t i es i n  t h e  C o n f u c i <:i n  

c u l t u re a re a , a ' ltho u g h  va r i ed a s  desc r i be d 冶 b ov e .

I t  i s  ·se en i n  b i g J a pa ne se e nt er p r i s es t od a y  t ha t  s u c h  a 

f am  i I y 只 r o u p sy s t em h a s n ot been  u t i l i ze d  a s  me re l y  a m ea su re 

for o rg a n i z i n g  t h e  l a bo r  f o r c e  bu t h a s  becO'ae a n  i m po r t a n t  pa r t  

o f  11 a n a ge11 e h t  c od 令s f o r  s ys t e m a t i z i ng t h e  l i f e  o f  a l l  g ro u p s· 

i n c l ud i n g  t h e  co mpon ents  ( em p l oy ees ) o f  ea c h  e n t e rp r i se and  t h e  

em p l o y e e s ’ f a a i l i e s .  Y ou c a n  l e a r n  t h i s  p o i n t  c l e a r l y  i f  y o u  

t r a c e  t h e  de sc en t o f  l ea d i ng t ra desmen  a nd a rt i s a n s  i n  t h e E do 

E r a , w h i c h  l a t e r  s h a p e d  J a p a n e s e  z a i b a t s u ( b u s i n e s s  

c o n g l o m e r a t e s )  l i k e M i t s u i a n d  S u m i t o m o � T h e  s y s t e m  a l s ·o 

p l a ye d  i n  t h e p ro c e s s  o f  f o  r・ i n g  f i na nc i a l  c o m b i n es  i n  S o u t h  

K o r e a . I t  m us t  n ot be n e g l e c t e d , e i t h e r . - t h a t  t h e s p i r i t o f  

C o n f u c i a n “ m o d e r a t i o  n ” （ t h e D o c t r i n e o f  t h  e 阿 e a n ) o r  

o r i e n t a t i o n  towa rd s “ h a r mony ” h a s  be c o111e a n  i m po r t a n t c o h e s i ve 

f o r c e /a f f i n i t y f o r  b u s i n e s s  a nd i nd us t r i a l  a c t i v i t i es .  S om e  

m i g h t h a v e a l o o k  a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  l i f e t i m e 

e・ p l o ym en t s y s t  e・ o r i n d u st r i a l  u n i o n s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n w i t h  t h e  

t ho u g h t s  o f  C o n f u c i an i sm .  
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·T h e se co.nd f ea t u re o f . t h e  Co n f u c i a n  cu l t u r e  a r ea l i e s  i n  

t h e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i on o f  I 令 a r n i ng ,  i e . , l e a r, n e d . g rO \.\ P �／ s t a t e . 

T h e  i n fl u e n c e  o f .. C o n f u c, i a n i s m i s  a l s o. s e n s e d  s t r o n 宗 l y i n  t h e  

a c a d em i c  s t u d i e s a nd res e a r c h e s . I t  i s  a w e l l -- k n o w n  f a c t  t h !) t 

t h o s e · C o  n f u c i. a n s c .h o.o. l s o r g a n i ヌ e d. f o r n � It.I· . d o c t .o r i n a l 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s , e s p e c i a l l y t �e C h u - t z u � c h o o l , m ea n t  a g r e a t  

d e a l t o  t h e  ge ne r a も i o n. o f  m o.d e r n t h i nk i n g i n  J a p a n  a n d f o-r t h e  

g e n e r a l p r og re ss o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  a s  w e !  l .  I n  C h i na ,  t o o .  t h e . 

C o n f u c i a n. c u l  t u  r e  h ad b e e n  st u d J e.d t h o r o u g h l y  fo r t h e p u r p o s e  

o f  t a k i ng c i v i l s,e r v i c e e xa 11 i na t i o n s , e t c . l. c on s i d e r . , .i n  L,h i s  

c o n t e x  t ， 岨 u c h i 11 p.o r t a n c e w o µ l d τ a t h  e r  b e  a U a c h e d t o . t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l a n d  s o c i a l  e f f ec t s o f  l e a .m i n g たanj i c h a r a c t e r s , 

s i n c e  i t  i s  t h e p r a c t i·c e  c o m R1.o n  t o  t h e f o r e m.e n t i <;> n e d  t h r .� .�： 

c o u n t  r .i e s  u 守 T h e  r e s p e c t .  f o 町； l e a r n  i n g ; a n d. t h e  o r  i e n;  t a, t i  o 11 t () 

l e a r n e d ε r o u ps a n d  s t a t e s  h a v e  e.v e n t u.a l  l y  l e d t o  t o da y ’ s h .i g h, 

e d uc a t i o n a l : -s t a n·d a r d s  a n d  h i g h l i t e r a c y  r a t e s  l n  a l l C o n f 1:1 c i a n  

c o u n t r i e s  · o f  A s  i a e x c e p t  f .o  r 11 a i n l a ,n d C h  i. n a . A c c o r d  i n g l y • 

k n o w l e d g e  i n t e n s i f i e d s o i l e x i s t s  o n  bo t h . c e n t r a l ‘ a n d  lo .c a l  

l ev e l s i n  J a p a n , T a i w a n , a n d  So.u t h Ko r e a , a nd t h.e m o v e m e n t  t o  a 

l e a r n e d s t a t e o f  t h  e ふa p a n e s e  p a t t e r: n , i n c l u d i n g i t s 

e x  a m  i n a t i o n s y s t e • • c o n t i n u e s t O· h e a g e n e r a .l t e n d e n c y . 

A I t h o  u g b a b u s e s  a s c r i b e d  t o  . t h i s · t r e n d  a r e  o f t e n  a r g u e.d , 

em p h a s i s  o n  l ea r n i n g w i l l  n o  d o u b t p l a y  a s i g n i fi c a n t r o l e  i n. 

d e  v e I o p  i n g t h e k n o w - h .o w r e  q u i r e d  f o r  • o d e r  n i z a t i  o n  a n d 

i nd u s t r i a l i z a t i on .  a r ra ng i n g  t h e  ,i n f r a s t r uc t u,r e  a n d  i n f o rm a t i o n 

n e t制 o r k s ,  e t c . S o  w e  .n e e d s  t o  r e - t h i n k t h e  r e a l i t y i n  C � i n a. 

w h e r e  1 i t e r a l r e f o  r 皿 s , w h i c h w e r  e ‘ a s i n t e n  d e-d t o n u l t i  f y t h e 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f たanj i l ea rn i n gs r e v o l u t i o n a l l y  a n d  a t t a. i n t h e  



sym bo l i za t i on o r  s i m p l i es t  e x p r es s i on o f  c h a r a c t e rs ·a c c o r d i n g 

t o  t h e  t h o u g h t s  o f  M a o Z e d o n g , h a v e  f a i l e d t o .. r e :a c h � t h e  

imp ro veme n t s  i n  t h e l i t e r a r e r a t e . 

T h i r d f e a t ur e  of  C on f u c i a n c u l t u r·e i s  mai nta -i n i n g  a so r t  

0 f ‘ e t h i c a l , b eh a v i o r c o d e  o r  n o r m  o f  a c t i o n t r a.d .i t ion a l l y . 

P ro f  e s  s o  r L e o n  V a  n d  e· r m e e  r sc h s h a :r p 1 y a n a· l y z  ed t h e e s s e n c e o f  

C o n f u s i a n i s m a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e c o n O m i c d e v e l o pm e n t  t o  b e  

“ F  alll i l l  e ” ( f a m il y ） ， “ r  H e ” a nd “ ma nd a r i n a t ” ＇ ( h i g h - 0 f f i C i a l· d 0 11 

bu re a uc rac y � . 

I n  a d d i t i o n · to a l  I t h e s e c·h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  t h e r e i s  a 

f o u r t h  b ti  t そ m o s t ' i m p o r t a n t p o i n t :  t h a t  C o n f u c i a n i s m w a s  

o r i g i n a } . J y · a s e t · o f  e t h i ca l  c o d e s , ra t h e r  t h a n  a .  r e l i g i o u s 

o b  j’e c t '. ' A' s  t h e  p r o f e ss o r  s a y  s 、 “o n e  o f  t h fモ d i s t i n c t i v e 

c h a r a,c t e r s  o f  t h e  Con f u c i a n s ys t e m  ·o f  c o 11 ・ u n a l i t  y 宅 i s b e i n g 

c o m p l e t e l y  f r e e  f r o m r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f . ” A n d  b e c a u s e 

Con f u c i a n i sm i s  n o t  p red s e l y  a r e l i g i on ,  c oe x i sten ce  w i t h ,  say , 

S h i n to i s m  w a s  poss i b l e i n  J a pa n . I n畑一いー

i 's a n  e x t r e ・ e J y  g e n e r o u s d o c t r i n  e ， ’ c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y · t hぞ
ー－－－一一一ーーーー～ー

resemb l a n c e  t o  s o ci a l  c od es o r  m o r a l d i s.c i p t i n e r a t h e r  th a n  a 

’L 

·－－－－＂…··－ ，， ・、、『巴『町一ーー一 ー－』市町－－ � ‘M・－自画剖刷恒剛崎咽阿国M， 明”ーーー府側酔唱』訓輸�咽』締胴－，色一ー一一一 一 … 
b e l i e f . . . T h i s  g e n e r o s i t y  f o r  o t h e r· r e l . i g i o n s a n d  n o n  

、、
b i n d i n g n es s  

't
,o r e l i g i o n i s  dec i s i v e l y p r om i n e rl t ゐ C o mp a r e d  w i t h 

I s l  a ・ a n d Ca t h o l\..c i sm . S t i l l , t h e  l oose , e t h i ca l  beh a v i or c odes 

o f  C o ri f u c i a n i s11 m込y b e  r e s p o n s i b l e f o r  i n d u c i n g a s o r t o f  

p r a c t i c a l  s℃ i e n  t i  f i c 、p i r i t  a nd e x p e r i e n t i a l  i sm c o u p l e d w i t h 

t h e  f o r  e 又 o i n g f e a t u r e'S... . a n d t h e  i n h e r e n t m u n d a n e - l i f e 

a f f i rm at i v e  ra t i on a l  i s t i  c 、 sp'{ r i t o f  t h e  Co n f uc i a n  c u l t ·u r e ,  a nd 
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ι I n t he m ea n t i m e , t he re__i_主主主型民」

( T h e  A 托 a t e c t s o f  Co n f u c i u s a n d a n  A b a c u s ) w r i t t e n  b y  t h e  

児辻�n e e r �： i i c s.a胤ι」止h.o I P.a m e d  

Se k i m.o n  S h  i 冗 g a たu , a n e w  J a pa ne se C o n f u c i a n .s c h oo l  a f f i rm i n g  ＿.戸、、』ー←
t h e t h o u g h t s  o f “ p ro f i t ” a n d  e x e r t i n 又 i n f l u e n c e  . o n  t h e c h on i n  

( t ownspeop l e ) c l ass  i n  t .he  11 i dd l e  o f  t he Edo  E ra , a n d  pos i t i ve l y  

r e - r e a d  T h e  A n a l e c t s  o f  C o n f u c i u.s t o  r e ・ o ve t h e  C o n  f 姐 c .i a n  

i n t e r pret a t i o ns o f  t h  e、 Ch u- t z u ' S c h o o l  a nd c on 's i de r  t h e  j t 冗 g i ( a  

c od e  o f  c on d u c t )  a n d  f 1Lた i ( we a l t h a nd h i g h ra n k ) c o 11 p-a t i b i e .  

T h e  two i de a s  o f  bus i ness r e c o g n i zed  i n  t h i s  boo k , i . e . , G i γ i ­

Y 少 o z e靴 （ i n t eg r a t i n g m o r a l i t y a n d · p r o f i t ); a n d  C h i f u- k e i ·k o た u

( ru n n i  n 足 t h e s t a t e  b y  r ea c h- i n & t h e  wea l t h )  s h ou l d1 h e t p . t o  c a s t  

new l i gh t  o n  t he up- to-da t e  f r a・ew o r k 、 o f Con f u c i a n  c u l t u re _a,rea . 

( S ee T h  e 、 T hou g h: t o f  B u s i n e s s  o r  J i t s u g ν o - n o  S h i s o . f o-r . ,t h e 

i d ea s a n d  a c t i v i t i es o f  f: i i c h i  S h i busa wa . )  ' ' i フ

I t c a n n o  t b e  d e  n- i  e d a n  y w a y  t h a  t t h e  d-0-c t r i n e o f 

Con f uc i a n i sm h as l on g  been  a n  i m po r t a n t  e t h i ca l  suppo r t  f o r  t h .e 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n a n d ec o n om i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A s i a n i n d u s t·r i a l  

s t a t es , se r v i n g a s  t h e  s p i r i t ua l  a nd soc i a l  r e s ou r c e  o f  t h e i r  

v i t a l i t i e s s i mu l t a n e o us l y .  

I h a ve h i t h e r t o  r e f e r red t o  t h e  subj ec t of  t h i s d- i sc us s i on 

f r o m  d i f f e r e n t a n g l e s ,  t h o u g h , n o t a l l k e y s  o f  t o d a  y ’ s 

su c c es s f u l  ・ ode r n i z i n g a nd ec o n o• i c ac h i e v e11 en ts o f  J a pa n  a n d  

A s i a n  N I C s c o u l d  e a s i l y  b e  b r o k e n  b y  m e r e l y t h e  i d e a  o f  

“ Con f uc i a n c u l t u re a rea . ” l n e i t h e r  d a r e  to  say  t h a t every t h i ng 

of t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s h a s  b e en p re s c r i be d  w i t h i n  t he c on f i ne s  o f  

se l f - i den t i f i c a t i on t o  t h e  Co nf uc i a n i sm o r  Co n f uc i a n c u l t u r e .  

I t  wou l d  b e  ea s i er t o  c a t c h  t h e  d e ve l o pm e n t l a g  o f  C h i na , 
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N o r t h  Ko r e a  a n d  V i e t n a a  by t a k i n g  a l o ok a t  i t  a s · a p r ob l e •  o f  

t h e  s oc i a l i s t s y s te a . M o r e o v e r , a s  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  'o f  · J a p a n ·; 

s u c h f u n d a • e n t a  l 、 a n d c o m m o n  f a c t o r s a s  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  a nd · 

o v e r  a I I a c c e p t a n c e  o f ・ O d e r n  F. u r o p e a  n ・ e n t a  I c u l t u:r e· a n d  

t e c h no l o gy s i n ce t h e  M e i j i  R es t o ra t i on ,  va r i ous d o111e s t i c  r e f o rms 

i n t h e p o s t w a r y e a r s • a n d t h. e h u g e i n fl u e n c e o f t h e 

c o n t  e ・ p o r a r y  A ・ e r i c a n  i n d u s t r i a ·l c i v ·i l i z a t i o n c a n n o t  b e  

n e g l e c t ed . 

R e g a r d i n g t h e  A s i a n  N I C s ,  t o o· , t h e p r o c e s s  o f  t h e i r 

ge t t i n g  r i d o f  t h e u n f a v o r ab' l e  i ns t i t u t i on a l  i nh e r i t a n c e s  f r om 

th  e む o 1 on i a I r u l e  o v e r l a p p  e d t h  e E a  s t - W  e st c o  l d w a r p e r. i o d : 

a f t e r  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  W a r ,  a n d  t h e  N I C  s “ u t i l i z e d ” t h i s  

i n t e r na t i o n a l' e n v i r o n • e n t  f o r t h e p os i t i v e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f  
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u n d e r  a p o w e r f u l ( r e a l p o l i t i c o- )  d i c t a t o r s h i p  a n d t h e n  c a r r y  

o u t a s t r a t e g i c a ·1 t t1 r n a r o o n d f r o 11 i · a p o  r t s �  s u b s t i t  u t i o n  

i ndtis tr i a l i za ti on 、 t o e x p o r t-o r i e n t e d  i nd u s t r i a l i za t i on o f  t od a y . 

S o ,  t h e re i s  a l s o t h e  n e e d  t o  s t ud y  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  o ·f t h e m  o n  a 

c o u n t ry/ a rea b a s i s .  

M o r e ov e r , a s  a key o f  t h e  suc cess o f  E a s t  As i a n  i n d u s t r i a l  

c o u n t r i e s i n c l u d i n g J a p a n , t h e  e f f i c i e n t  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  

s t r u c t u r e s o f b u  r e a u c r a t i c o r g a n i z a t i o rt s ; t h e e x  c e I I e·n t 

pe r f  o n a n c e  o f  w h a t P roc esso r Ch a l a e rs Joh n s on c a l l s “ re l a t i ons 

b e t w e e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d b u s i n e s s ， ” i e . , t h e p o l it i c o -

i n d u s t r i a l  r e l a t i o n s  ( n o t  t h e ・ i l i t a r y - i n d us t r i a l re l a t i on s ) , 

e t c . ・ u s t b e  e a p h a s i z e d .  I n  t h e  b o o k  H i d d e n  D i ! ! e γ e n c e s , 

P·r o f es s o r E d wa r d  H a l l o f  c u l t u r a l a n t h r o po l o g y , w h o  i s · n o w  i n  

a t t e n d a n c e  a t  t h i s  s ym po s i um f o r t u na te l y , d i sc usses t h e  J a p a n e se 
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b u s i n � s s w o r l d '. s d e c i s Lo n - m a k i n g a n d  a ε r  e e m e n t 、 m e c .h a n i s m s , 

s y a b o l i z ed b y. t h e r i ng i  ( t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  o b t a i n i n g .s a nc t i on f ro m , 

s e n i o r  e x e c u t i v e s  f o ,r a p l a n b y  c i r c u l a t i n,g� a d r 11 f t  P.r o p..o s 9 .l 

p r e p a r e d· · J o w e r d o w n  i n  t h e  o r g a n j ヌ a t i o n ) a .n d r e 1 a t .i .v e l ';! 

“ r  i t u a  l ” e x e c· u t i v'.e m e e t in g s , .a s  � e l l .!l s  t h .e e f f e c t s  o f  

r e c e p t i o n s , i n t e rm ed i a r i e s, a n d.  n a ・ e c a .rd s ,  f _r o m  t h e  v i e w p o i n t  

t h at a l l  t hese a re a c u t t v re pa t h rn . 

T h us , a p p r oa c h  f rom s u c h  d i f f e re n t  a n又 l es a r e  a v a i l a b l e . to  

a na l y ze E a s t  As i a n · so.c l e t i es ,.  a nd a m a j o r i t y of  i: e s ea r.c Ji e � s  a n d  

a n a l y s t s , I b e l i ev e , . d o. n o t  f ee l  l i k � g � n e r a l i 7; i  n 認 t h e. , f a c: t o r s  

o f  s u c c e ss f u l mode r n i z a .,t i o n a n d  i n d u s t r i a l i, z a t i o n  i n  . t h e  f o rm qt 

t h e. “ Co n f uc i a n  c u l t u r e  a r ea . ”  I • • ' 

A S 刷 a s · t o  I; d t o  11 <; b y  M r . . M a s  a � a  z u Y a  � a  z a k i, ! , , w h o  . i, � , a. 

f a・ 01,1 s p l a y w r i gh t  a nd a c r i t i c  i n ‘ J a p a rt ,  \ t i s  m o r e  a p p roP. � i a � e 

t o  s a y  t h a t  i h e  C o n f u c i a n  c u l t u r e i s  t h e : s o - c a l l e q “ n  e g a t i v e 

f o r e  e’＇： t o  t h e  m o d e rn i z a t i o n .  T h i s  D1 ea n s. t h a t ,  i f  a l l g e n e r a l 

f a c t o r s  h a  v i  n g b r o �  g b t a b o u t  s u.c c e s.s f  u 1 ・ O d e.r n  i z a t ,i o,n a n d  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  sh ou l d  b e  “ p os i t i v  e， ” 、 t h o s e f a c t o r s  a s ℃ t  i b e d  

t o  t h e  Co n f uc i a n  c u l t u r e 皿 us t h a v e  wo r ked t o  t h e c o n t ra ry . B u t , 

b e c a us e 、t h e  C o n f u c i a n  c u l t u r e  h a d  a l re a d y  s t a r t e d  to b e . d y i n g  

o u t i n  t h  e ・ od e r n a n d  c o n t em po r a r y  s o c i e ti e笥 ， i t w a s  a b l e t o  

r e ・ a i n  a s  a c o n t r i b u t i v e c o d e  t h r o u g h o u t t h e  pas t p a s s a g e ρ f  

n a t i o n a l g r o w t h . P r o.f e s so r  V a r d e  r ・ e e r s c h s a i d  t h a t “ i t i s  

e x  a c t l y  d u e  t o t h e  d e  f l  n i t e  d e  a t h  o f C o n f u c i a n i s 111 , t h a  仁 i t s  

i n h e r i t a n c e s  c a n  b e  r e - i n v e s t e d  i n  a .n e.w ” a y  o f  t h i n k i n� w i t h o u t  

r u n n i n g c o u n t e r  t o  t he d i f f e r e n t  r e q u i . r e • e n t s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t . ”  

. F o r  a l  I s u c h  u n h a .p p y r e m a r k s , t h e  J> O S s i b i l, i t y  o ,f t h e. 

f u t u r e d e v e l o p・ e n t o f  C o n f .uc i a n .c ou n t r i es i s  s t i l l  h i g h ,  Y e t , 
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t h e  y 台 a r s ‘ w h e n  J a pa n  c o n t i n ue d  to b e  s p o k e n  o f  a s  i f  w e re o n l y 

o n e  exam p l e o f  s u c c e ss f u l  mode rn  i ヌ a t i o n a n d  i n d us t r i a l i z a t i o n i n  

t h e  n o n - W e s t e r n  w o r l d ,  h a v e  a I r e a d  y 又 o n e .  J a p a n  i s  n o w 

b e c o m i n g t h e  11 o d e l t o  b e  t a r g e t e d  b y  t h o s e  A s i a n a n,d n o n -­

W e s t e r n  soc i e t i es t h a t  a re s u p po r t ed b y' the soc i a l  g ro w t h  o f  t h e  

n e w 111 i d d l e  c l a s s e s  b o r n  w i t h  t h e  p r o g r e s s o f  e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p m e n t . ' I t ,  t h e r e f o r e ， 、W' i ’1 1 h a v e ; t O‘ b e t e s t e d i n  r e a l, 

ea r n e s t  by  t h e  q u es t i o n o f  h ow i t  s hou l d  s e t t l e  t h e  l e ss, · a r111 e d  

ec on om i c  s t a t e  m od e l  o f  i t s own i n  t h e c om i n g 2 1 s t c en t u r y , i n  

a dd i t i o n to t h e o n g o i n g » s e r i o us s t r ug g l es fo r i n t e r n a t i on a l i za t  

i o n  o r  f o r  a n “ o p ,e n c Ja pa n . ”  

U n de r  t h es e  c i rc um s t a n c e s ,  w h e re n o t  o n l y J a pa n  bu t a l s o 

t h e  E a s t  A s i a n e c o n o m i c  b l o c a s  a w h o l e  i s  a b o u t t o  d r a w  m u c h  

a o t  e ’ a t t e n' t i 0 n t h 'a n e v e r ' w e  a r e ♂ b e g i n n i n g t b  e n c o u n t e r  

p r e s s u r e  f o r  t h e  n e e d  t o  p r e c i s e l y  q u a n ti f y a l l  s i m i l a r H i e s .  

r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  d i f f e re n c es , am o n g  t h e  c o u n t r i e s ,  o f  t h i s  b l o c 

t h r o u g h  s t u d i es o n  t h e  ’c u l tu r a l  p h a se ca l l e d  � Con-fu c i a n  c u l t u r，巳e

a r e a ” i n t e rms o f  h i s to ri c a l  s i g n i f i c a nc e , se lf -c on f i r m a t i o n ,  

a nd s e l f - res t r i c t i o n .  
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