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HRBEREN problems- has become the hallmark of liberal arts colleges. Advancing this
Liberal Arts in the Global Age ideal is the most urgent task we can undertake as educators.
M. William Steele

Liberal Arts is a distinctive approach to education that aims to produce men
and women who can think for themselves and who are genuinely concerned
about human welfare irrespective of national berders and who are willing, indeed
wanting, to get involved to help make the world a better place. These sorts of
schools have flourished in the United States, but they are not tied to any one cul-
ture or geographical area. The liberal approach to education is recognized
throughout the word as an altemative to larger schools that offer a more specia-
ized and vocational cumiculum. Liberal arts has gone global.

We live in changing times. What sorts of problems confront people through-
out the world now at the outset of the twenty-first century? First there is the
terrible insecurity that has followed the terrorist attacks of September 11. This
great age of globalization has seen the rise of neo-nationalism, religious fun-
damentalism, and a resurgence of racial and ethnic tensions. Second we can
point to the relentless march of global environmental destruction. Third we
can point to a “hollowing-out" of humanity, involving a loss of physical and
mental health. Fourth, despite advances in technology, we suffer from a lack
of common spaces where people can come together in conversation with
each other. There is a crisis in communication that impels us desperately to
seek a shared sense of participation, connection, and responsibility. Given
these trends, an education that promotes the idea of global citizenship and
cultivates compassionate, inquisitive learners is essential if we are to tran-
scend divisions created by distance, cultural difference, and mistrust.
Preparing students for service and equipping them to solve problems -big

What is the mark of a liberal arts college?

. Liberal arts institutions develop skills in “critical thinking."

2. Liberal learning encourages moral and social responsibility.

3. Liberal learning is liberating. it aims to make students free, able to take

charge of their own thoughts and to carry out a critical examination of their

society's dominant ideologies and traditions.

Liberal arts education is based on active and rigorous inquiry.

Liberal arts education encourages service and the cultivation of knowi-

edge that helps to solve real problems.

6. Liberal learning is open-minded; it is global in scope and embraces the
diversity of ideas and experiences that characterize the social, natural, and
intellectual world.
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Many of the these aspects of a liberal arts education are of recent origins.
The medieval European university demanded mastery of the liberal arts, but
it was not concerned with self-realization. The small liberal arts college of
early twentieth century America was decidedly elitist and devoted to the culti-
vation of American values. Now at the outset of the twenty-first century, ser-
vice, the cultivation of global perspectives, and the ability to gather, integrate
and apply learning from a variety of different sources are the hallmarks of a
liberal education.

| propose the creation of a network of liberal arts institutions in Japan and
Asia and thereby work together to find solutions to urgent problems. Qur joint
task as liberal arts universities is to activate peoples of different countries as
citizens in an interlocking worid, working together for the common goal of
global justice and peace.

On January 7, 2006, representatives from four Japanese uni-
versities with liberal arts programs gathered at ICU for a sym-
posium, “Disseminating Liberal Arts Education in Japan.” The
objective of this symposium was to share views about how fo
improve the quality of education in the 21st century. After
President Norihiko Suzuki's greetings, Professor M.William
Steele, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts, delivered the
keynote speech, “Liberal Ars in the Global Age.” A panel dis-
cussion followed.

President Mineo Nakajima, Akita International University
Founded in April 2004, our liberal arts program empha-

sizes English language education as a global communication
tool with BA degrees in global studies and global business. All
our classes are conducted in English. Students spend at least
a year abroad at one of our partner universities.

Professor Richard A. Gardner, Dean of the Faculty of
Comparative Culture (as of April 2006, the Faculty of
Liberal Arts), Sophia University

The Comparative Culture Facully at Sophia is modeled
after the liberal arts colleges in the U.S. The first in Japan to
conduct all its lectures in English, it is committed fo educating
students so that they can confribute to mutual understanding
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in the world. Among our eight hundred students, twenty per-
cent are non-Japonese.

Professor Yoichi Kibata, Dean, Graduate School of Arts
and Sciences, University of Tokyo

Our university started its liberal arts education in 1949,
and a series of recent reforms emphosized the essence of
knowledge, empathy and leadership. We established the
Komaba Educational Development [KOMED) to design a liber-
al arts program befitting the 2ist century. MEXT accepted our
East Asia Liberal Arts Initiative (EALANl as o program to pro-
mote internationalization in university education, through
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which we share our liberal oris instruction with East Asian
universities.

Professor Katsuichi Uchida, Dean of the School of
International Liberal Studies, Waseda University

Established in April 2004 lo nurture global leaders in
the 21st century, we offer an education to provide students
indispensable knowledge to sustain life, and an ability to find
well-structured solutions to problems. Classes are conducted
in English. Students, of whom a third ore from the internation-
al community, learn a foreign language in addition to English
and Japanese. They study at least a year abroad.
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