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(Keynote Speeches?

“Political Issues of East Asia and Japan”

Mineo Nakajima,
President, Akita International University

In recent active discussions on the East Asian Community, mass media and academic society
have generally taken a positive view. Dominant in such discussions are optimistic opinions and
expectations that show considerable discrepancy from the reality of East Asia. Some opinions
even seek to soften Japan's diplomatic approach toward recent anti-Japanese sentiment and
movements in China and Korea. Most such opinions derive from focusing on the progress of
today’s economic mutual dependency between Japan and East Asia; a large common economic
market has been established in the region, its total trade comprising approximately 609 of
international trade, a greater portion than that of the EU. However, even though Japan conducts
most of its trade with East Asian nations, such as China, resulting in a decrease in the U.S. trade
ratio of Japan’s total trade, this does not and must not weaken the relationship between Japan and
U.S., especially in terms of Japan’s security. As is seen in today’s “cold politics and hot economy”
between Japan and China, the East Asia region inherently involves political, cultural and
geopolitical issues. It is useless to discuss such issues only in terms of economic systems and
functions. In this regard. it is imperative to have a comprehensive view of the entire picture of

East Asia.

In terms of geopolitical view, the reality of East Asia can be characterized by the
“continentality” of China (continental country), the “peninsularity” of Korea (peninsular country)
and the “insularity” of Japan (insular country). Between these nations there are cultural and
civilization disparities that are difficult to reduce. Noreover, there are vast accumulated differ-

ences with regard to historical experience and historical recognition in modern history.

It is impossible to discuss the East Asian Community without considering these political and
social issues. Furthermore, if such discussions are based on the implicit assumption that Taiwan
- a nation indispensable for discussions of the Community - shall not be regarded as an independent

sovereign nation, the concept of the East Asian Community will inevitably be rendered baseless.
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The 6th Asian International Forum in Fukuoka
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“Development and Challenges in Asia : Regional Alliance”
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Date: Wednesday — Thursday, September 6 — 7, 2006
Venue: Hotel Nikko Fukuoka
Co-sponsored:Fukuoka Prefecture, Fukuoka City,
The Organizing Committee of the Asian International Forum in Fukuoka



