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Nakajima:

ICU has always been a pioneer in Japan’s liberal arts educason. I remember
getting information on the kind of liberal arts educations ICU offered when I was
preparing for my university entrance exams in mid 50s. About 50 years have passed
since then, and the contributions ICU has made in the field of liberal arts education
can be recognized in many different ways.

Let me discuss two major aspects of liberal arts education today. Firstly, why is
liberal arts education necessary and emphasized at the undergraduate level? The
Japanese government, or MEXT to be more exact, is largely responsible for this. In
early 90s, guidelines for establishing a university were established, subsequently
dismantling liberal arts education. Tokyo University was just about the only
university in Japan that had a faculty of liberal arts education. And then, emphasis
was shifted to graduate school. I would say that the positive aspects of traditional
higher education in Japan were destroyed. I have recently posed this question to the
Central Council for Education, of which I am a member: Do Japanese graduate
schools offer the kind of education worthy of a graduate school? Actually, the process
of education is extremely lax at Japanese graduate schools, as compared with top
graduate schools in Western countries. Higher education in Japan is at a great crisis.
The more emphasis is laid on graduate schools, the more important liberal arts
education will become at the undergraduate level.

I have just mentioned a general situation in liberal arts education in Japan. In our
discussion today, I would like to talk with you about specific aspects of it. For
example, in the case of Akita International University, we have a sense of regret and
crisis over the curriculum of our liberal arts education and foreign language education.
Foreign language education constitutes an important part of our liberal arts education.
Therefore, we are now trying to improve the situation.

After long and careful consideration, I finally decided to add “kokusai kyoyou” to
the Japanese name of our university. In English, it literally means “international
liberal arts.” Sophia University has the Faculty of Liberal Arts. I know “international
liberal arts” sounds unnatural. However, I have my own justifications for having
named our university “Kokusai Kyoyou Daigaku.” In Japan, there are 89 national
universities and 77 public universities, a total of 166. The name of each has a place or
district name in it. In the case of our university, we decided to represent the
characteristics of a new university in its name. One major characteristic of our
“international liberal arts™ is to enhance our students’ communication skills in foreign
languages. That is the first hurdle for us.

The second hurdle is basic studies, or basic education, which includes not only
humanities and social science but chemistry, physics, statistics and mathematics as
well. We boast of offering arts at our university. Professor Reiko Watanabe, a world-
famous violinist, teaches theories of arts while playing pieces by such virtuosos as
Antonio Vivaldi and Johannes Brahms. Her class has a very good atmosphere. For
instance,



students, while listening to a violin performance of 7he Four Seasons, can be seen
trying to analyze the notes asking such questions as “Why are there peals of thunder
in the spring part?”

Art is taught by Professor Hidemichi Tanaka, vice president of International
Society of Art History. He received attention from the art community through the
studies that he did of Cappella Sistina in the Vatican when he was young.

The third hurdle is having our students choose between Global Studies and Global
Business as their major. Actually, however, these two programs are offered as part of
our liberal arts education. Our students need to study them further at the graduate
school level if they really want to delve into them. We want them to get more
advanced higher education, but actually it’s very difficult. Some of the officials and
faculty members of our university are concemed about our students’ employment, and
at their suggestion we have started to offer a course in career planning. Almost all of
our students have done an internship. However, I believe that liberal arts education is
the best qualification we can offer at our university. Our students have to overcome
these three hurdles. We expect all of them to score 470 on TOEFL at the time of
enrollment, study abroad for a year, and eam 30 credits at the overseas university they
study at. We have established a partnership with 22 first-rate universities around the
world. Next week, Nanjng University will be added to the list. When they go abroad
to study, they are required to have GPA3.0 and a TOEFL score of 550(PBT). I don’t
think it will be possible to eam enough credits with good grades without scoring at
least 550 on TOEFL. The other day we talked about a student with a score of 547,
shy of three points to study abroad. A requirement is a requirement. We decided to
have the student study abroad only after he gets 550 even if it means that he will be a
semester behind. Eventually, about 30 students were allowed to study abroad. Our
students are expected to score 600 on TOEFL at the time of graduation. Otherwise,
they will not perform successfully if they get a job that requires English. Our library is
open around the clock, and all freshmen are required to live in the dorm. These are not
shared by conventional universities in Japan.

We have quite a few international students, who create a multi-cultural atmosphere
at our campus. All of our classes are conducted in English, except for Japanese
language classes for international students. All of our meetings and conferences,
including the Faculty Forum, are also conducted in English. This requires a pretty
high command of English on the part of faculty and staff. A sense of competition
helps to raise their level of English. At our university, faculty and staff are like two
wheels of a cart. One of our vice presidents is actually one of the staffers of our
administration office.

I spent a great deal of time working out the curriculum of our university. I stress the
importance of liberal arts education at the Central Council for Education. The whole
point of liberal arts education is its curriculum. This has never been seriously
discussed before. Since we offer “intemational liberal arts,” we attach great
importance to the intemational practicality of and transferability of our curriculum.
Unless we have similar courses available at our partner universities, the credits our
students eam there cannot be transferred. Being Secretary-General of UMAP
(University Mobility in Asia and the Pacific), I know it is hard to get 30 credits atan
overseas university and have them approved by other universities. Before any of our
students goes abroad to study, I myself check the curriculum of the partner university
he/she will study at and finds out if the credits he/she gets at our university are



applicable to that partner university. For example, Bergen University, a wonderful
university ,offers courses in geography and history, but our university doesn’t.
Therefore, we set up similar courses for the benefit of the students who return to our
university with credits in such courses. I think this is an extremely important task.

As I told you before, our students cannot get credits without an adequate level of
competency in English. Therefore, we pay a lot of attention to teaching the language
through a program called EAP(English for Academic Purposes). Our students are
divided into three groups depending on their TOEFL scores. We give them further
TOEFL tests after that, and then they are regrouped depending on the results of the
tests. Some students are extremely good, scoring a surprising 600. Since they can skip
Level 1 and 2 of EAP, they don't have to spend too much studying English only. This
kind of education, offered according to the students’ abilities, is not meant to be
discriminatory. In fact, it helps to boost their morale.

Our university was established for the purpose of offering the kind of liberal arts
education that contributes to nurturing responsible world citizens---the very goal
pursued by ICU. I am proud to say that our university can offer a unique education in
the rural area of Akita, which cannot be achieved in big cities like Tokyo. (Yesterday
I was afraid I might be able to come here from Akita due to the heavy snowfall. We
are a small university, with the full quota being 100, but we get excellent students
from across the country. Ninety percent of our students come from outside of Akita
Prefecture. In the second year of our university, the full quota will be raised up to 130
—140. We accept some students in Fall Semester as well. It is important for us to
have students who experienced studying abroad in their high school days. We have a
special screening test in place for them. We are focused on liberal arts education.
However, we are thinking of creating a professional graduate school. This is a
challenge we have to tackle in two years.

Our students work really hard. With the average TOEFL score now being 530, even
among freshmen, most of them will be able to study abroad in their second year.
Besides, we have decided to offer a course in the Chinese language as part of East
Asian Studies to address the age of globalization. Starting in April this year, we will
start offering a course in Korean, and in the following year, Russian, Mongolian, and
Mongolian studies.

I’m not thinking of establishing another Tokyo University of Foreign Studies in
Akita, however. It is just that I’'m trying to incorporate foreign language education
into liberal arts education, which I was not able to accomplish when I was the
president of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies. As globalization accelerates,
identity as Japanese will become more important. The Bushido by Inazo Nitobe is a
must read for our students. Although this book is written in English, I consider it
important to consider the type of identity described in it.

It is now almost impossible to work successfully in international settings without
sufficient communication skills. Once out of Japan, you have to be able to
communicate in English. We try to produce individuals capable of playing important
roles in the international community. Mere fluency in English is not what we aim at.
It’s what they say that counts. ICU was highly evaluated by society at large 50 years
after it was founded. I hope the same thing will happen to our university. A survey
shows that quite a few students apply to ICU and AIU at the same time.



Moderator:

Professor Steele, would you like to respond briefly to any of the four
presentations you have heard?

Steele:

It seems that we all find it hard to comprehend the definition of “liberal arts” or
“liberal arts education.” There is no uniform interpretation of the terms. Fortunately,
each university has its own very attractive intemationality. The key factor is whether
we have the kind of liberal arts education that appeals to high school students. How
do you think they take liberal arts? Do you think they find it attractive? The true

meaning of liberal arts is yet to be fully understood by high school students in general.

Another thing is why liberal arts education does not develop as much as it should.
This might be an irresponsible statement, but tuition fees are often too cheap in Japan.
The kind of liberal arts education we are discussing is, in a sense, a luxury education.
It costs a lot of money because it involves a whole range of areas. Therefore, with the
kind of tuition fees we have now, we end up offering half-hearted liberal arts
education. If we want to offer the kind of liberal arts education American universities
do, tuition fees must be raised three or four-fold.

Moderator:

Having heard the four speakers, I get the distinct feeling that liberal arts education
in Japan has reached the level where we can discuss it in specific terms. Dr.
Nakajiama pointed out that you can see what kind of issues Japan’s liberation
education presents once you go to a university overseas, and that we must be able to
address those issues adequately.

Q & A Session

Question 1: Isn’t there a difference between taking a variety of courses for general
education and taking general education courses?

Question 2: What’s the significance of conducting liberal arts classes in English?
Also, isn’t there a limit to it?

Question 3: The writing center is expected to play an important role in the future.
What kind of support is available for leaming English at Tokyo University? How is
training in writing in English viewed there?

Nakajima:

These are all very important questions. It is often said that classes for Japanese
students should be done in Japanese, not in English. This way they can understand the
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classes better. We are a small, experimental university. As you may know, there are as
many as 600 four-year universities in Japan. As we consider the roles Japan is
expected to play in the international community in the future, we need to nurture
people who are capable of effective communicasion in English. With this need in
mind, I set about the task of establishing Akita International University. We give top
priority to providing our students with good English skills. Of course, some of our
courses are intended for improving their ability to express themselves in Japanese. We
also have quite a few Japanese language courses for our international students. Also,
we give our Japanese students courses in Japanese communication skills from the first
year on. In view of the importance of raising awareness of identity as Japanese, I
require that my students read some books while studying abroad, such as “the
Manyoshu: Part 1 and 2 by Mokichi Saito (the earliest extant anthology of Japanese
verse, which comprises some 4500 poems and was compiled in, or after AD 759),
“Chrysanthemum and the Sword” by Ruth Benedict, “How to Write a Thesis™ by
Ikutaro Shimizu and others. I tell them to write a report on these books after reading
them carefully. They have to do this while studying abroad. As for science literacy,
we lay great emphasis on chemistry, chemical experiments, physics, physical
experiments, statistics, mathematics, geography, and information science. We try to
set ourselves apart from other universities through this kind of curriculum. It seems to
me that we can never anticipate the end to our discussion on liberal arts education if
we only talk about it in terms of its abstract concepts. It’s an etemal question whether
liberal arts education can be taken as part of general education or contributes to
shaping people’s character or their specialty. We do this through our curriculum at our
university. Learning a foreign language leads to a whole new world, and we consider
this activity a vital aspect of liberal arts education. That’s why we have made foreign
language education part of our curriculurn.

Finally, this is something that we are all concerned about. It’s related to universal
access which was mentioned earlier. All of us here today want to continue to be
leaders in universal education in Japan. However, each of us should try to offer
something different. At the Central Council for Education, creating universities with
distinctive features in a competitive environment was proposed. I think it’s very
important for us to enhance the quality of our liberal arts education through a
competitive-cooperative relationship.

Nakajima:

As I have mentioned already, there has been a lot of discussion on university
organization and system. However, there has been very little discussion on curriculum
reforms in Japan. This is probably because curriculum reforms involve changing
personnel and rescheduling courses. This makes Japanese universities reluctant to
reform their curricula. I’m afraid this sort of thing prevents them from reaching
international standards or gaining a competitive edge. You might say that we have
been able to accomplish this because we are a brand-new institution. How Japanese
universities can achieve curriculum reform is one of the greatest challenges they have



to address. At our university, we have a course called “Chinese Cinema and Society.”
It’s important to learn about China’s politics and economy to understand China. It’s
my area of specialization. However, I find it very interesting to study about Chinese
movies. I decided to incorporate it into our liberal arts education. [ believe that liberal
arts education will take on great significance if it can include courses with
international and Asiatic relevance.

Uchida:

One way would be to make the education of an entire department liberal arts-
focused. A second way would be to create liberal arts courses within a department A
third way would be to create what might be called a sub-major system. For example,
law could be studied as a major in law education, and in addition to that, “Modem
XXXX” could be studied as a sub-ma jor. Of the three methods, the third one would be
the most feasible. As a lawyer, I have always thought that there is not much meaning
in just tossing abstract theories around. We need to consider how we can come up
with a specific, practical system for liberal arts education. The above three ways come
to mind

Nakajima:

Professor Uchida pointed out something very important. As far as national
universities are concerned, there has been a gap in research funds and salaries
between liberal arts education faculty and specialized education faculty. This has been
one of the greatest problems inherent in higher education in Japan. Also, I hope this is
not true of ICU, but now we have the so-called graduate school professors. Again,
this is not internationally adaptable. After they start teaching at the graduate school of
their university, they find that they get better paid there and as a result they transfer to
the graduate school. Harvard University is devoted to arts and science. Is “Harvard
University Graduate School Professor” ever used there? I cannot help but wonder if
Japanese universities will be internationally sustainable

Moderator:

I heard from someone who graduated from ICU a long time ago that ICU used to be
an entry in Encyclopedia Britanica. Fifty years have passed since then, and a larger
number of people have graduated from ICU. ICU is no longer listed in it. As I heard
the four speakers today, I came away feeling that when something new is being tried,
many people’s views and opinions are expressed, enabling the idea to gain
momentum. I’m afraid this is missing in Japanese universities now. The four speakers
presented specific and meaningful ideas on international liberal arts education. It was
not the case with symposiums on the same subject 5 to 10 years ago. Let me bring this
event to a close by hoping that we have more of these discussions.



