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Now is the Global Age, and Music Has No Borders
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President,Talent EducationResearch Institute, Corp,
Mineo Nakajima Ph.D.{International Sociology)
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Thank you very much for coming to this Grand Concert, the Talent Education Research institute’s largest event, and
a culmination of the world-renowned SuzukiMethod for Talent Education.This grand concert, where today more than 3,000
children taught under the Suzuki Method from around Japan and the world play as one, will be the focus of a great deal of
attention and expectation. Thisis because Suzuki Shinichi’s Movement has been playing an important role in spreading
awareness of the significance of early education through his method. He proposed this method before World War I, and
started the Matsumoto Music School in NaganoPrefecture just after the war.

The Basic Law of Education, a pending problem after the war in Japan, was updated in December of 2006, 60 years after its
creation.Article 11 of the law now states “early childhood educationis important as a basis for the lifelong formation of one’s
personality.” It also states, “the national and local governments shall endeavor to promote such education by providing
anenvironment favorable to the healthy growth of young children, and taking other appropriate measures.” Additionally,
the Cabinet Education Rebuilding Council of Abe Administration emphasized the significance of early childhood education
in its Final Reportin January, 2008.

That there was such a change in fundamental education policy is a great wind in the sails of the Talent Education Research
Institute, which has long been involved in early childhood education as a civic education movement.

For this concert, in addition to violin, cello, flute, and piano performances, there will also be an ensemble performance of
Mozart's Eine Kleine Nachtmusik by under 7 year-old children and other pieces, including Vivaldi's A-Moll of Violin Concerto
which | very much look forward to joining.

Eeryone, | hope we'll have an enjoyable concert today.
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Dr. Mineo Nakajima, President of Akita International University

Born in Matsumoto City (Nagano Prefecture, Japan) in 1936. Entered the Matsumoto Music School (one of the first students of Suzuki
Shinichi’sclass) . Ph.D. in Sociology. The University of Tokyo.

Served as President of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Vice-President of the Japan Association of National Universities,
Secretary-General of the University Mobility in Asia and the Pacific (UMAP), Committee member of the Central Education Council MEXT,
the Cabinet Education Rebuilding Council, and others.

Awarded the Suntory Academic Prize, 1981; The Grand Cordon of Order of the Star, Republic of China, 2002; The Seiron Grand Prize of Fuji
& Sankei group, 2003. Published many books. Most recent books are “Naze Kokusaikyoyodaigaku de Jinzai ha Sodatsunoka” (How are
global individuals cultivate at AlU?, Shodensha, 2010), “Sekai ni Tsuyosuru Kodomo no Sodatekata” (How to educate wortd-class children,
Forest Publishing, 2011).
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The 53rd SUZUKI METHOD
GRAND CONCERT
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