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Protestant or work ethic is defined as the "inner need

to do the very best I can, regardless of pay.” —°
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" THREE BOXES OF LIFE "
by Richard N. Bolles
Ten Speed Press H4T

The average person today spends from twenty three to forty
years in the World of Work—as we can see from the following

. table:
LIFE AND WORKLIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTII,
FOR MEN AND WOMEN, 1900-70
Life Worklife Nonwork

Year  Expectancy Expectancy Years

Women  Men Women  Men Women Men
1900 50.7 48.2 6.3 32.1 44.4 16.1
1940 65.7 61.2 12,1 38.1 53.6 23.1
1970 74.8 67.1 51.9 27.0

22.9 40.1

l

Sources: Seymour L. Wollbein, Changing Patterns of Working Life (Washington: U.S.
Dept. of Labor, Office of Manpower, Automation, und Training, 1963), and 1loward
J. Fullerton, Jr., and Jumes J. Byrne, “Length of Working Life for Men and Women,

1970, Monthly Labor Review, February 1976, pp. 31;55._
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It's an awfully long
time to exist simply

at the Survival level. |
That is why most of us
go on, sooner (age 23)
or later (age 55), to the

issue of MEANING OR s i’
MISSION: Who am I? N c//(@’l
Why am I here

on earth? What do I really want to accomplish with my life?
What will give it some real purpose and meaning? Do [ have any

sense of mission or ‘driveness’ about any cause or rny need in
our society?
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